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Celebrating Christmas and  

welcoming new life in our benefice 

 

Crowning Mary 
 

As we enter Advent the figure of Mary,  
Mother of God, comes to the fore. Images 

of her will adorn Christmas cards and many draw 
close by imaging what her life must have been like, 
responding to the call of God and her vocation to 
bring Jesus Christ into the world.  
 
The figure of Mary can be rather a challenge to many 
in the church, especially the idea of her being a focus 
of prayer. Questions of whether she is being prayed 
to, through or with, can be as troublesome to some 
just as much as a source of comfort to others.  
 
The place of Mary in St Peter’s Church is rather inter-
esting. If one sets aside the theological questions and 
accusations of her being deified, there is no denying 
that her place in the nave niche draws people in. It is 
undoubtedly the most popular place for private prayer 
and incredibly well-used by visitors, parishioners and 
wanderers alike.  
 

It is exciting to think that we will be  
restoring her niche with the nave 
chapel project we have beginning in 
February (see inside for details) and 
that we will ensure that her place will 
be made more beautiful and more 
inviting for more people.  
 

Fr Joe arrived in our parish fresh from writing a thesis 
on the place of Mary in the Anglican tradition and so 
it is perhaps no surprise that the Rosary Group sprang 
up following a request from Karen Jones. This little 
prayer group now meets every Tuesday at 6.15pm and 
the gentle clicking of the beads, the repetition of the 
prayers and airing of the mysteries (tiny pieces of 
scripture that illustrate the highs and the lows of her 
lifelong journey with Christ) have become a beautiful  

addition to our prayer life. The Rosary Group look 
forward very much to being able to sit in a circle 
right beside Mary in the future.  
 
The distinct rustle of Mary’s blue robes in our 
church life has been significant and has led the 
Rector and the Curate to have many lively debates 
about what is happening which has led to  
considering how other churches keep their Marian 
traditions reminding them both of how often Our 
Lady is seen adorned with a crown in other  
churches.  
 
The Crowning of Mary began in England in the 
12th century and draws its tradition from the  
description of Mary in the Book of Revelation 
where she is crowned with twelve stars.  
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Hail, Queen of Heaven, the ocean Star, 
Guide of the wanderer here below, 

Thrown on life's surge, we claim thy care: 
Save us from peril and from woe. 
Mother of Christ, star of the sea, 

Pray for the wanderer, pray for me. 
 

John Lingard (1860) 

                Editorial 
 

 

Thank you to everyone who has contributed to this edition of Cross Keys, which again  
contains a wide variety of articles and photos which I hope you will find informative,  
interesting and enjoyable.  
 
Instead of a sermon on Advent Sunday the Rector spoke about St Peter’s Mission Action 
Plan which will guide  what we do and how we go forward in this parish and the benefice in 
future years. You can read about this exciting prospect on pages 4 and 5. 

 
The three carols included in the magazine are by Peter Uden, whom many will remember as an active  
member of St Peter’s congregation for many years before moving to Hove several years ago. He died  
recently and his ashes were buried in the churchyard. Thank you to David Hitchin for sending me the carols 
and to Penny, Peter’s wife, for permission to print them. 
 
Please don’t be shy. We need more volunteers for the ‘Who’s who‘ page. You just have to write about 150 
words about yourself, say when you came to St Peter’s and provide a photo to go with your piece. Thank 
you in anticipation. 
 
The next edition of Cross Keys will be published in early February so please send in your contributions by 
25th January  or earlier, if possible. 
Send them, preferably by email as a Word document attachment or as a jpeg, if a photo, to  
 

christinecooke.xks@gmail.com 
 

I wish you all a blessed and joyful Christmas and a happy and healthy New Year.                                                           
  
Please continue to take care and stay safe.                
               Christine  

Those of you who have been to Walsingham in the 
past will know this tradition well. Tradition holds 
that her crowning is a reflection of the status   
afforded to her by Christ in heaven, following her 
Assumption, and acknowledging her as ‘Queen of 
Heaven and Mother of God’ having borne the new 
creation and God’s revelation in her womb.  
 
Out of their theological debates then, the Rector and 
the Curate have decided that Mary in St Peter’s looks 
rather bare without her crown and so this Christmas, 
as a sign of gratitude for God’s work in our midst and 
Mary’s consoling presence in our parish, Rev’d Arwen 
and Fr Joe are gifting a crown and veil for Mary to 
wear and to acknowledge that whatever the  
theological explanation, she comes to many of us in 
our hour of need and brings Christ to bear in our 
hearts. 
 
In a church that focuses so heavily on male pronouns 
and titles for anything to do with the divine, it may 
be no surprise that Mary has emerged as a significant 
and helpful figure for the spiritual life of Christians 
over the years. One way of thinking about her might 
be that it is less to do with who we think she is, but 
more about how God speaks to us through her. There 
can be no doubt that as the Theotokus God-bearer, 
she fulfilled a special agency in God’s speech of The 
Word to the entire world.  

God bless you all,     Arwen      

 

Rev’d Arwen Folkes Rector of  St Peter’s, East 
Blatchington &  St Andrew’s, Bishopstone  

The Rectory, 86 Belgrave Road,  
East Blatchington, Seaford, BN25 2HE           
Tel:- 01323 892964    
 
Email:- rector@ebbchurches.org.uk 

mailto:rectoryebb@gmail.com
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  Boxing Day  Sunday 26th Dec 

  Matins at 10am in St Peter’s     Eucharist  at 10.30am in St Andrew’s  

 

CHRISTMAS CHARITY 

LECTURE  

 

On Tuesday 7th December  

from 2-4pm in church  

 

Kay Blackburn will talk about 'Inspiring 

Artistic Discoveries – Old and New.'  

 

The cost is £5, payable at the door, and 

proceeds will go towards the creation 

of a Community Memorial Space  

for the losses due to Covid in the past 

18 months.  

 

Refreshments will be served at the back 

of the church at half time!  

Events before Christmas 
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  Looking to the future     

Sometimes, when I sit alone in this 
church, I close my eyes and imagine the 
generations who came before us. I can 

almost hear the footsteps in the aisle of  13th, 14th, 
15th, 16th, 17th, 18th, 19th, and 20th century  
People; coming forward for Communion, to say their 
vows, to bury their dead and baptise their babies.  
 

When I visited the Martello Museum I remember  
being very struck by the early images of this church 
surrounded by fields, serving the village of  
Blatchington, woven into the fabric of a rural  
community. Perusing the old parish records fills out 
the details of names, trades, and chapters in  
history witnessed, prayed through, preached upon, 
and passed by within the walls of this parish church; 
Reformation, Wars, Revolutions, and Plagues … or 
Pandemics as we prefer to call them today.  
 

You and I are such a small chapter in this life of this 
church and yet, like so many of her former  
parishioners we too are living a chapter in history and 
one which has turned our parish life upside down and 
inside out and now requires rebuilding.  
 

I am the 61st Rector of this parish and when I think 
about my predecessors I often look for the things they 
did, the leadership they exercised and the new  
chapters they led their churches into. Some are in  
living memory and others are evidenced in the very 
fabric of the building; removed altar rails, absence of 
font and pulpit, removal of curtained altar and  
marbled altar.  
 

Sometimes, when I sit alone in this church, I close my 
eyes and imagine the present and future generations to 
come, I can almost hear the footsteps in the aisle of 
21st, 22nd, 23rd, 24th 25th, 26th century people;  
coming forward for Communion, to say their vows, to 
bury their dead and baptise their babies.  
 

I think about how this church once built to serve a  
village now serves a far bigger community. Houses 
have been built, schools replaced, fabric of society  
remoulded and redefined. I think about the chapters  
of history to come and how we preserve this  
magnificent church, this hallowed sacred space, so 
that she remains shining as a living beacon of Christ  
to all who are here now and are yet to come.  
 

In March 2020, this church was closed for the very first 
time in five or six hundred years, and when I sat in this 
church alone, missing you all dreadfully, I could  
suddenly hear the footsteps of God, the steps of Christ 
and the whistle of the Spirit. I remembered whose 
church this really is.  

We have learned so much over this past eighteen 
months and God has been in our midst in new ways, 
revealing new things, showing us our vocation - I  
believe - in ways we hadn’t before believed. The whole 
Church of England had her rule book taken away and 
the freedom to interpret, create, innovate and  
rejuvenate was handed to her on an unprecedented 
plate. As many of you know, we here responded with 
some gusto, reaching way beyond our parish walls.  
 

Then we began to re-open … and begin the rebuild,  
and it has been hard. Really hard. It is still really 
hard. My heartfelt thanks goes to those of you who 
have shared in this task with me and the  
churchwardens. Thank you to those of you who have 
supported us financially and continue to do so, we rely 
on such generosity. We have learnt that planned 
change is hard enough, but unforeseen change is even 
harder. We have had to come to terms with the fact 
that things are not going to be exactly the same; there 
is no pinging back. But equally, new things have 
emerged in our midst - Gospel things, Christ-like  
leadings, Spirit filled invitations. 
It is all of this that underpins the guiding 'Mission  
Action Plan' document and next steps. We are  
rebuilding and adjusting to the new landscape and our 
new learnings. St Peter's enters her new chapter,  
seeking to fulfil her calling to be 'Open-hearted, Open-
Minded, Open to God, and Open to All'. In brief then, 
this is the plan for the next chapter:  
 

Open-Hearted 
- Rebuilding our Pastoral Team as a Benefice - sharing 
resources and skills 
- Recruiting a part-time Benefice Admin Assistant to 
free clergy from paperwork to minister 
- Rebuilding the social life of our church for all 
- Attending to our environmental responsibilities 
- Increasing diversity in our church community and 
leadership 
- Creating a Covid-19 memorial garden space for the 
community to pray and reflect  
 

Open-minded 
- Nurturing the young people in our midst and  
listening to them 
- Tweaking our church interior to offer flexibility for 
learning and prayer 
- Opening up to new projects and partnerships to 
serve our community 
- Listening to those who live with grief - Bereavement 
Café 
- Using technology to reach different people 
- Launching the Memory Café 
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 Open to God 
- Keeping the Eucharist at the heart of our worship - 
Mass every Sunday 
- Placing prayer as the foundation of all that we do - 
prayer groups 
- Being obedient to the things God is calling us to 
kindle - discernment 
- Creating a chapel space beside Mary's niche to 
deepen prayer - sacred space 
- Sharing and teaching others about the catholic  
tradition 
- Deepening our learning with courses, seminars and 
retreats 
- New Bible Study Group and courses 

Open to All 
- Generous welcome regardless of age, sexuality,     
ethnicity or disability - Inclusive Church 
- Improving accessibility in St Peter's with Mary's 
niche project 
- Providing fellowship - through walking, crocheting, 
creative groups 
- Working with St Andrew's to share resources and 
ministry 
- Appointing a Children's Worker to work with our 
families and young people 
- Honouring the history while stepping out in faith 
for the future 
- Visiting, ministering and reaching out to those in 
need whether at home or in residential care 
 

     Arwen 

You can look at the newly updated blue boards inside the church for 
fuller details, or contact Arwen for a full copy of the Mission Action Plan. 

Who’s who? 

I was one of three sisters born and 
brought up in rural Mid Sussex where 
my father was a parish priest.  In 1985 I 
married and we moved to Seaford in 
1986.  It was a little later that I began to 
go to St Peter’s where I felt at home in 

the Anglo-Catholic tradition. I tend to go to 8am, 
initially due to family commitments and latterly as I 
enjoy the quietness of the service in contrast to a 
hectic working life.  
 

I began work as a Veterinary Nurse in Haywards 
Heath, changing my career path in 1985 to become 
a Civil Servant working operationally in the Courts, 
before becoming Facilities Manager in 2017.  This 
experience has proved useful for the PCC where I 
serve as Health & Safety and Electoral Roll Officer.  
 

I was widowed in 2005 but remain in close contact 
with my adult step children and two grandchildren 
who kept me busy when they were younger!  I enjoy 
gardening, cinema, theatre, reading, travelling and 
walking and it was the latter two that led to me 
meeting my new partner David who lives in     
Northumberland.  I have met many friends through 
St Peter’s which I have always found to be a      
welcoming and friendly parish.  

    Debbie Phipps  

I was born and brought up in West  
Sussex where I spent an idyllic  
childhood with the joys of coast and 
countryside around me.  After school in 
Horsham, I attended university where I 
obtained a degree in Sociology and  
Philosophy.   
 

I began m teaching career in south-east London 
where I met my husband, Alan. Our ties to  
Sussex and teaching opportunities brought us to 
Seaford in the 1980’s, where we raised our two 
sons, Gareth and Jim. 
 

After Alan’s death in 2009 I came to St Peter’s  
and immediately joined the choir (where I have 
been ever since!)  I am a member of the Pastoral 
Team and consider myself privileged  to be part 
of a caring, outreaching church . 
 

I enjoy listening to and participating in music. 
My eclectic tastes range from Mozart and sacred 
choral music to Coldplay and Adèle.  
 

I also enjoy a spot of drumming! 
 
     Karen Jones 

As we come together again as a church, this is the page where faces of St Peter’s, newer members of our  
congregation and those of longer standing, introduce themselves to you all - just as they might have done 
over coffee …  
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Is it too late to save the  

wonders of creation? 

Prince William with the  
support of a distinguished 
Council has launched The 

Earthshot Prize (cf. Kennedy Moonshot of the 60's) 
to generate a global movement to repair our planet. 
It is hoped that the launch of the prizes of five  
million pounds a year until 2030 in the areas of Air, 
Ocean, Land, Waste and Climate will start a decade 
of action to begin healing the natural world. It will 
highlight everyone's ability to change the planet for 
the better, if we all put our minds to it. Prince  
William and David Attenborough head impressive 
films about a range of the key areas of destruction, 
their needs and some of the potential solutions. 
Many will remember how Prince Charles  
highlighted the natural world in the 70’s but was 
not taken seriously.   More than a hundred  
nominating partners from all seven continents have 
begun the search for the first winners. In many 
ways it is an extension of the work of the Duke of 
Edinburgh and the 1995 Windsor Castle Meeting 
initiative with the heads of eleven religions, from 
which The Alliance of Religion and Conservation 
was launched to try and provide a world support 
system. David Attenborough has talked about the 
Earth at a tipping point, towards a sixth extinction, 
but this time caused by us. 
 
The Natural History Museum says that the UK is 
one of the most nature deprived nations.  
Only half of our biodiversity remains, placing us at 
the bottom of the G7 countries and well down in 
world terms. This is confirmed by the UN  
Convention on Biological Diversity. There have 
been years and years of warnings as far back as 
1962 when Rachel Carson gave us her work Silent 
Spring that described the battles with the  
companies promoting the wide use of pesticides, 
ending in the triumph of the banning of DDT.  Also, 
in the 1960's the geographer/theologian James 
Houston wrote -'and what of the future with Man's 
dangerous and naive faith in material progress and 
the temptation to live beyond his means? Yet in 
teaching many lessons the landscape remains the 
home of mankind, the nursery of his early  
experimentation, and the schoolroom of his  
continued understanding of nature.'   

He later said, 'Our insatiable appetites which cannot 
distinguish between basic needs, neurotic wants and 
infinite desires, threaten a wholesale collapse of our 
fragile biological systems.'  Isaiah 24/4-6 says 'The 
Earth suffers from the sins of its people. For they 
have twisted God’s instructions, violated his laws, 
and broken his everlasting covenant. Therefore, a 
curse consumes the Earth.' 

 
In 1991 The General 
Synod of the Church of 
England prepared a  
report on Christian  
Stewardship with the 
aim of encouraging a  
critical review of the  
human responsibility to 

the living environment. 'Christians believe that the 
World belongs to God by creation, redemption and 
sustenance and that he has entrusted it to  
humankind made in his image: we are in the  
position of stewards, tenants, curators, trustees and 
guardians, whether or not we acknowledge the  
responsibility.' The Celtic tradition would say that 
Christ walks with two shoes: scripture and the  
natural world, and without one he will limp. The 
Church is limping with one shoe. 
 
More churches could encourage Free Trade where 
farms aim to improve soil and water quality, manage 
pests, avoid using harmful chemicals, manage 
waste, reduce greenhouse gas emissions, and  
protect biodiversity.  
The three most prominent church leaders  
representing 1.5 billion Christians said, ' We must 
repent of our generation’s sins and start to eat,  
travel, spend, invest and live differently.'  We should 
buy less, recycle and reuse more, adopt a plant-
based diet and ensure that what we use and  
consume is sustainable.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Much of the worldwide ecosystem disaster is out of 
sight and for many out of mind. Out best actions  
often have little observable effect, so prayer is vital, 
but where are the prayers?  In two years of looking, I 
have only come across a handful that are realistic 
and show understanding. 
 
In the current Journal of the Royal Society of Medi-
cine another worldwide collaboration is described.  
    

Sustainable agriculture 

Organic farming 

Local path through the  
corn field 
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Ahead of the UN General Assembly meeting in 
September, the biodiversity summit in Kunming, 
China, and the Climate Conference in Glasgow, the 
editors of leading health journals worldwide, called 
for urgent action to keep the average global  
temperature increases below 1.5C, halt the  
destruction of nature and protect health. 260  
journals worldwide now carry this same emergency 
message. 

TRANSFORM LIVES AROUND 

THE WORLD 
 

Have you ever been in that position where you are trying to think of a present for someone, who either has 

everything already or who doesn’t actually want anything? Then look no further - buy a Christian Aid 
Charity Gift. Every gift you buy supports Christian Aid’s work and helps transform lives around 
the world. Each purchase acts as a donation, and CA ’s local partners use the money to work on a 
specific programme or project. All their charity gifts have a fun card explaining more about the gift 
and its project – and you can write your own message in it and give it yourself or send it direct.  
 

They cater for: 
Animal lovers with animal-related gifts with the power to change lives – and even attitudes;  
Thoughtful people with gifts that show lasting love, care and wisdom;  
Eco-warriors with green gifts that save lives – and the Earth;  
Entrepreneurs with business-minded gifts that allow people to create, grow and prosper, 
There are mosquito nets, cocoa saplings, chickens, goats, antibiotics, water pumps,  
emergency shelters, beehives, mobile health clinics and so on.  
Gift prices range from £9 - £187.  
 
Go to https://charity-gifts.christianaid.org.uk to see more. 
 

For the Diary 
 

Friday 21st January 2022 - Christian Aid Quiz - 7pm Cross Way Church 
 

Friday 18th February 2022 - Lunch at St Peter’s Church  
There will be two sittings: 11.45 - 12.45pm & 1.15 - 2.15pm.  

Tickets cost £7.00 
As in the past we’ll need lots of help for this one, catering the lunch, serving, making puddings and so 

forth. 
 

Christian Aid Week - 15th - 21st May 2022 

Christian Aid Service - Sunday 15th May 2022 at 6pm  Venue to be confirmed.   
 

Further details from Pat Gredley or Aileen Rickard  Tel: 01323 898312  

The Ecological Footprint (the measure of  
consumption) of twenty countries of Western Europe 
and North America is a contrast between 130 and 
65.7. In other words, the twenty countries of Western 
Europe and North America consume twice as much 
as the forty-five countries of Africa. 570 million  
people consume twice as much as the 1.3 billion  
population of Africa.  In the late 1950's my school 
geography master drove from the top to the bottom 
of Africa. He said that undoubtedly 'my greatest  
impression was the hospitality of the poorest people.' 
      
     John Creasy 

 

https://charity-gifts.christianaid.org.uk/collections/christmas
https://www.greeneconomycoalition.org/members/christian-aid
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Yesterday evening, I was walking 

home from a Deanery Synod  

meeting in the dark, and as I passed 

Blatchington Pond I could hear a 

quiet ‘seep, seep’ sound coming 

from the sky above me.  As I got nearer to home, I 

heard it more and more, the same repetitive sound 

coming from the sky.  This sound is often heard 

around this time of year, mainly from early Autumn 

onwards, and according to folklore it was the 

sound of witches, high up on their broomsticks, 

calling to one another.  In actual fact, it is the call of 

migrating flocks of redwings, arriving on our 

shores to winter here or carrying on further south 

into Europe, having flown from as far as Iceland, 

Scandinavia or even Russia, journeys of over 500 

miles.  Amazing, isn’t it?  It is almost easier to  

believe in witches careering around up in the 

clouds on broomsticks than it is to imagine these 

small birds completing such a long and perilous 

journey every year (and, of course, they need to go 

back again in the spring!). 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
So as I was walking home, pondering these  

alternative interpretations of myth and truth, I 

couldn’t help thinking about what this tells us about 

our faith in God.   
 

As an amateur astronomer who spends time  

peering through a telescope at the moon, the  

planets, the stars and distant galaxies, I’ve  

sometimes been asked how I can reconcile  

cosmology with Christianity: that is, how can I  

believe in a God who knows us all personally and 

wishes to have a relationship with us, and yet also 

believe in an ever-expanding and vast universe 

containing 200 billion trillion stars (that’s a 2 with 

23 noughts after it, in case you ask).  Surely that 

makes us so insignificant in the scheme of things, 

that the concept of a personal God can only be 

about human hubris?  Easier, perhaps, to place 

Christianity in the realm of myth, together with the 

wingèd witches?   

The Curate’s egg 

However, there are two aspects of life that enable 

me to reconcile these two things and keep my faith 

in God.  The first of these aspects is love.   Love is 

so powerful, so all-encompassing, and is the  

antithesis of a cold, uncaring universe.  Having  

recently taken my first funeral and led a service of 

remembering the departed, I have had the privilege 

of ministering to the bereaved, and the depth of their 

grief and loss is evidence of the depth of their love.  

Love is what makes us human and points directly to 

God; the first letter of John sums this up perfectly: 

“Let us love one another, because love is from God; 

everyone who loves is born of God and knows 

God” (1 John 3: 7).   

I know that science can perhaps explain some  

aspect of love – changes in endorphins or some 

such – and I wouldn’t be one to disagree with that as 

I have faith in good science, but human love can be 

so great that it leads one to lay down one’s life for  

another, surely something inexplicable by science.  

The supreme example of this is Our Lord’s  

crucifixion, but others have followed in his path – 

look up the martyr Maximilian Kolbe for an inspiring 

and humbling example of someone so full of love 

that he laid down his life for another.  Love is so 

great and so powerful that it can only come from 

God, and as such I believe it is the ultimate indicator 

– proof even – of our loving God who made and  

sustains the universe.  

 

What is the second aspect of life that enables me to 

keep my faith in the face of the vastness of the  

universe?  Well, for that we come back to the  

redwings.  Such small and fragile creatures, able to 

fly hundreds of miles with unerring accuracy across 

the vastness of the North Sea, making a ‘seep, seep’ 

call so we know they are there.  Such beauty can 

only be of God. 

   Blessings,           

        Fr Joe  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Redwing - Turdus iliacus 
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On Sunday 22nd November the Chapel Rooms hosted a very 
special Little Fishes 'Stay and Play' for little ones who had been 
baptised in either Benefice Church. The Café Church members 
came along to help and in the main room we welcomed a  
beautiful group that included babies, toddlers, primary schoolers, 
teenagers, parents, and grandparents. Together we played with 
the toys, sang songs and read stories all wrapped up with  
praying by popping bubbles on the rug. Each family was then 
given a 'keeping Advent at Home' bag which contained some 
hand-made 'Mary's Journey Candles' with weekly prayers and a 
pop-up nativity set.  
 
It was a beautifully intergenerational afternoon and will be  
followed up in December by our Christingle at Bishopstone, a 
Little Fishes Christmas Party, a Café Church Party, and our Crib 
Service at St Peter's.  
These signs of family life emerging in our midst have led the  
Diocese to award our United Benefice £30,000 of Mission  
Funding enabling us to appoint a part-time children and families 
worker to help us build upon it further. Please do pray for these 
stepping stones into the faith and the sheer joy that comes with 
laughter and delighted squeals in our midst.  
 
Grateful thanks to Anne Collison, Carly Taylor and all the Café 
Church girls! 
 
       Arwen 

 
Hush, Hush, Little Infant  

 
Hush, hush, little infant, There's no need to fear,  
King Herod’s been thwarted, He'll not find thee here. 
 
Isaiah predicted That thou wouldst bring in  
The Kingdom of Heaven, And free us from sin.  
 
Thy touch would bring healing To deaf, dumb and blind,  
Thy word understanding To heart, soul and mind. 
 
Thy prayer would exalt us To come face to face,  
With goodness and mercy, Truth, beauty and grace. 
 
The world is thy cradle, And heaven thy home.  
The nations await thee, To know as they're known. 
 
Hush, hush little baby, There's nothing to fear,  
King Herod’s been thwarted, He'll not find thee here. 
 
       
      Peter Uden 

Little fishes - stay and play 

Mary’s journey - prayers for 
Advent and a candle 



 

 
10 

St Cecilia and the music of eternity 

On the 22nd November I was live-streaming                                                                                                                                                                                                                               

Compline and thinking about St. Cecilia who died 

in Sicily on 22nd November 230 AD. Cecilia’s life is 

steeped in legend and she was one of the most  

venerated saints in the early Roman church.  She 

was from a noble family and was betrothed and                                                                                                                                                                        

married against her will having planned to remain 

devoted only to God. According to legend while 

everyone sang and danced at her wedding she sat 

apart, singing psalms.  Cecilia told her husband, 

Valarian and his brother Tiberius, that she had had 

a vision of her guardian angel and they were so  

impressed by her devotion to God that they were 

baptized themselves.  Legends recount that when 

he returned from being baptized Valarian saw  

Cecilia was kneeling in her room with an angel  

beside her holding two crowns of roses and lilies. 

As Valarian and Cecilia knelt in devotion the angel 

placed a crown on each of their heads. Later they 

were both martyred.   

Saint Cecilia  is the patron saint of church music and 

musicians and has been the subject of many  

paintings over the centuries, especially from the 15th 

century onwards.  Her attributes are a lute, an organ, 

a violin, a harp, baritone harpsichord, a songbird and 

roses.  She inspired many composers musicians and 

musical directors, some of whom were,  remarkably, 

born on 22nd November! (1710  WF Bach, 1859 Cecil 

Sharp, 1899 Hoagy Carmichael,  1901 Joaquin  

Rodrigo, 1913 Benjamin Britten, 1930 Peter Hall and 

many others.)  
 

It was that same day, 22nd November, that I received 

our Advent Book for this year entitled ‘Music of  

Eternity’, by Robin Wrigley-Carr.    

It seems that music of some sort began in pre-

historic times and it is known that by 4,000 BC the 

Egyptians had created harps and flutes.  It seems 

that the love of harmony is inherent in human      

beings, and in our Advent Book the Archbishop  

‘St. Cecilia and  the Angel’, Orazio Gentileschi and Giovanni Lanfranco, 

1617 – 18 and 1621-27, National Gallery of Art, Washington. 
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 of York talks of ‘the hunger  our hearts have for 

beauty for adventure, for resolution, for               

consolation, joy, unity, and for the heart-breaking 

and heart-mending power of heaven’s music’.  This 

immediately calls to mind for me the fact that 

throughout the centuries angels have been depicted 

singing and playing music in art of various kinds.  It 

seems to me that music has always been seen as 

part of acts of  worship and a link between heaven 

and earth.  One of the readings for Evening Prayer 

on 22nd November is from the Book of Revelation,  

‘And I heard a voice from heaven like the 

sound of many waters and like the sound of 

loud thunder; the voice I heard was like the 

sounds of harpists playing on their harps, and 

they sing a new song before the throne’ 

The same reading was used on Sunday 28th            

November at Evensong and Benediction to mark the 

beginning of Advent.  Music has been a great solace 

to me personally during the pandemic.  I am a          

particular fan of Andrea Bocelli and, on 16th April 

2020, his gift to the World was ‘Music for Hope’.  

Andrea himself does sing like an 

angel and sang in the magnificent 

Milan Cathedral.  As you will all 

know he is blind, but remarkably, 

he walked alone and stood outside 

the cathedral and sang ‘Amazing 

Grace’. He reminded us of the 

strength of praying together and 

saw his singing as not only giving 

thanks to music but with the in-

tention of expressing love, healing and hope, joy and 

peace.  I play this frequently, and also give thanks to 

God that we too are now able to sing in church once 

again.  I  thank God for Coryn our organist, Angela 

and all our choir for the beauty and sincerity of their 

choral contributions to our worship and for all the          

musicians and vocalists who performed at the recent 

concert in church.  How thrilled must be all the 

Saints in heaven, especially Saint Cecilia, who, not 

only loved music, but gave all her money to the 

poor, that the proceeds of the concert raised money 

for ‘Fair Trade. 

 

‘Receiving means to keep ourselves carefully 

tuned in, sensitive to the music of Eternity’ . 

We can never adore enough’ .                                                         

Evelyn Underhill quoted in ‘Music of Eternity’.  

I hope and pray too that our Advent journey will 

bring us all peace and joy and recommend ‘Music of 

Eternity’ to those who are interested.   

    Kay Blackburn 

Andrea Bocelli 
In front of  
Milan Cathedral 

Advent calendar windows 
 

Look out for the numbered window decorations in twenty-
three homes in the parish, situated in the vicinity of St Peter’s 

Church. 
 

A decoration will appear each day from 1st December until 
23rd December ending with a Nativity scene in the churchyard 

on Christmas Eve. 
 

No prizes but it should be enjoyable for all the community. 
 

Thanks to Lucy Stewart for organising all this. 

‘Angel with lute’ by 
Melezzo da Forli 
1480 - fresco fragment  
Vatican Art Museum 



 

 

 

The approach of Christmas brings 
with it the familiar story told in  
familiar guise at schools everywhere  
-  though often with sudden,  
unfamiliar extras.  We’ve all been 
there, either playing a part, or  
helping behind the scenes, or simply 
as a member of the audience,  
waiting, watching, wondering, and 
hoping our particular loved one 
doesn’t do anything daft. 
 
And every year, no matter how  
carefully they’ve been coached/  
cajoled/threatened, the children 
manage to introduce some surprising little extras of 
their own.  The grown-ups call them “ad libs”.    
Children somehow seem to think they’re all part of 
the script. 
 
So in the telling of the treasured Christmas story, as 
the anxious young parents-to-be come to town their 
thoughts are less on the baby that’s about to arrive 
as to what they’re going to eat.  Heedless of the  
setting in the Middle East, they debate whether to 
have a Big Mac, or fish fingers.   
 
Such an unexpected discussion is not exactly 
helped with the “donkey” joining in with his own 
suggestion.  Historical research suggests that  
Colonel Sanders’ particular way of cooking chicken 
had not reached Bethlehem in Biblical times.  The 
“donkey” though is unimpressed. 

 
The innkeeper can provide problems too.  
Carefully rehearsed to be a bit blunt and 
to the point, he’s been told to refuse the 
couple room, and then to remember the 
place round the back.  But, again,  
youthful memories can play tricks.  Thus: 
 

“Have you any room for me and the wife?” asks  
Joseph, more or less following the words of the  
author, while Mary thoughtfully picks her nose.  The 
innkeeper replies, though not quite how his teacher 
would wish:  “Could have, John, if you can do us a 
favour  -  know what I mean?”  Followed by the most 
extravagant wink. 

 
Joseph apparently doesn’t, hence his reply:  
“Wotcha mean?” in a tone more  
reminiscent of the East End than the Middle 
East. 
 
“Well, you know,” says the innkeeper, now 
none too sure, having lost his thread.  His 
brow furrows – a danger signal to the 

teacher who is impotent to intervene, but knows only 
too well that it means the innkeeper is thinking.  

A familiar story (well, sort of) 
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“No I don’t,” says Joseph, an  
impatient tone adding to his delivery.  
Mary begins to wander off towards the 
curtain, where a hand shoos her back 
to centre-stage.  The donkey is now 
talking to himself. 
 
Then inspiration strikes.  The innkeeper 
has caught up:  “I know, give us a video 
then.”  Joseph is unrehearsed for this 
bit, and it is his turn to frown.  A loud 
prompt saves probable chaos.  The inn-
keeper, mercifully, hears it though he 
has slipped far from the character role 
he was occupying a few minutes back. 

 
“Sorry, Wayne, I mean, Joe.  Er, ain’t got no room.  
The place is stuffed full.  So you and the missus  
better clear off.” 
 
Joe – sorry, Joseph – was expecting at least some of 
this answer, and manages to grasp the underlying 
meaning.  But he doesn’t move.  The innkeeper,  
perplexed, gives him a shove.  Joseph steps back, 
treading on Mary, who falls over part of the donkey.  
Part of the donkey blasphemes. 
 
Mary, apparently an early  
forerunner of Women’s Lib, 
steps forward and slaps the 
innkeeper.  There is now a touch 
of hysteria about the prompter 
whose urgent message carries to the tussling trio if 
not to the recoiling donkey. 

 
An angel wanders on stage to help 
matters.  She waves her wand in a 
rather absent-minded fashion, and 
emits a curious coo-ing noise, which 
she presumably feels angels use – 
and who’s to say she’s wrong? 
 
The innkeeper grabs at the tattered 

remnants of the script.  “Ere, jus a minnit,” he calls 
out in pure Bethlehemese.  “I’ve just remembered, 
we’ve got a place round the back you can have.” 
 
Joseph, confused (a) by the unexpected shove,  
(b) by the pugilistic Mary, and (c) by the half-up, half-
down donkey, decides it’s safest to side with the mys-
tical.  So he talks to the angel. 
 
“Hello Sharon.”  Sharon Angel stops in mid-wave and 
studies the scene before her.  “I’m here with the 
Three Wise Men and they’ll find you somewhere to 
stop and give us stuff as well so it’s all all right,” she 
says in a hectic rush.  It takes everyone else a  
moment or two to fully understand her message. 



 

 

 

At this Mary looks troubled.  Something hasn’t  
happened yet that should have happened.  She 
looks anxiously at Joseph.  The donkey, even from 
his flattened position, helps:  “Let’s go and see it 
then.” 
 
For a moment it seems no one is quite sure what 
he/she/it is talking about.  The baby?  Oh no, the 
words are supposed to come from Joseph, and 
they refer to the place round the back.   
 
The assembled company, Mary, Joseph, Three 
Wise Men, most of the donkey, the angel,  
innkeeper, and a couple of others who have  
wandered on stage, now all walk off to inspect the 
place round the back, which may or may not turn 
out to be the stable where the Great Event has  
happened. 
 
The story, of course, is strong enough 
to survive even such an uneven inter-
pretation.  It’s only to be hoped the 
teachers are as well. 
 
But in a way, we wouldn’t change it, 
would we . . .?  

   
   transcribed by  Roger Bing
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Now comes a stumbling noise behind the curtain, 
as two of the Three Wise Men hurriedly make their 
way on stage, having been caught unawares by the 
Angel’s unexpected cue.  “We’re the Three Wise 
Men,” they chorus, more or less in tone.   
“I’m Frank and he’s Muir.”  A pause, 
then:  “And I’m Gold” cries a voice 
off stage.  The Third Man enters.  
His trainers don’t quite go with the 
rich velvet-looking turban, but then 
you must use your imagination a 
little. 
 
Mary, on whom the entire production now seems to 

rest, rather precariously, steps  
forward, bumping into the donkey 
that was about to regain full  
balance.  But now hasn’t. 
 
“Who are you?” asks Mary,  
perhaps mindful that some  
members of the audience are 
having trouble in keeping up with 

developments.  “We’ve come to see the baby,” say 
the Three, more or less in unison.   

 
 

O Shepherds of Israel 
 

O shepherds of Israel, What have you heard?  
The singing of angels Praising the Word. 

 
O shepherds of Israel, What have you seen?  
A Heavenly nursling, Born of what Queen? 

 
O shepherds of Israel, What have you touched?  
His crib-manger's timbers, Hay his rough couch 

 
O shepherds of Israel, What have you sensed?  

The odour of cattle, Childbirth - and Death 
 

O shepherds of Israel, What did you taste?  
Such Meat and such Drink, as Never shall waste. 

 
O shepherds of Israel, What have you heard?  

The singing of angels, Praising the Word. 
 

     
     Peter Uden   
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 A damp Christmas 

Brian Adams recalls one festive plea for help 

It was just before Christmas.  
The phone rang at my home.  
Someone from Litlington 
Church explained that they 
had a problem.  Their organist 
had had a stroke, and they 
wondered if I could come  

tonight to play the organ at 
their festive service. 
 

I quickly agreed.  But there was a problem  -  the 
weather.  It had been raining steadily, and heavily, for 
hours, and as my wife and I drove to the church the 
journey became more and more difficult, splashing 
through puddles.  Slowly, slowly, we made our way 
there, to be greeted by a churchwarden opening the 
door and welcoming us with a big smile. 
 
“It’s so good of you to come,” he said, “but I’m afraid 
there is a problem.  The electricity has been cut,  
because of all this rain I suppose.  But I think I have 
the answer.  Somewhere we have enough candles to 
light the church, and help you to read the music.” 
 
He went off to a large cupboard, and I followed him as 
best as I could in the darkness.  He was right.  There 
were candles there.  Lots of them.  In fact, we  
counted about 100. 
 
So the scene was set for the service, and to be  
honest the church looked rather lovely in the  
flickering light, just the right atmosphere for the  
carols.  The churchwarden also located a harmonium 
hidden behind a curtain which I would have to use 
instead of the regular organ. 

That was a bit tricky.  I don’t think it had been tuned 
for quite a time, and it all felt rather different from 
playing the regular instrument.  No matter, it was all 
we had, and after a little while I found my way 
around the keyboard and adjusted to the sound. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Remarkably, considering the awful weather, the  
attendance was good, perhaps even better than 
expected.  Is it part of the English character, I  
wonder, this determination that declares they’re 
certainly not going to be put off by rain?  We’ll 
show them what we’re made of, and we’ll go to 
church even if it does mean getting wet.. 
 
Over halfway through the service, suddenly the 
electricity must have been restored.  The lights 
came on, and at the appropriate moment I was able 
to move from the harmonium and back to the  
organ.  So I was able to end with a real flourish. 
 
Then my wife and I had to find our way home,  
driving very carefully through the narrow and very 
wet roads. 
    Brian Adams 

Litlington Church on a  
summer’s day 

Prayers for the Sick  
 

Please remember in your prayers: 
 

Devon Baker, Trevor Baker, Jennifer Cartwright,  
Paul Coles,  Shirley Dalling,  Ina Davies,  

Alan Dempster,  Stephen Dempster,  Deanna,  
the Frostick family,  Katie Gould,  Sara Hobro, 

Gwen Huntley,  June Marshall,  
Barbara Prendergast,  Wendy Preston,  

Anne Self,  Felicity Sirc,  Fr Trevor Smyth,  
  Peter Tatham,  

George Wattsford,  Pauline Wilcox, 
 Tina Bacon,  Peter Thompson,  Hilary Warner,  
Joanne Cooke,  Beryl Henley,  Annifer Hatcher, 

Jessica,  Sarah Read,  
Harry Anderson,  Pam Taggart,  

Kayleigh Ivers,  Carole Tidy,   
Joseph Murphy,  

Ian Rothery,  Samuel Tomlin 

If you would like your name or that of a relative or 
friend added to this list, then please let Kay know 
(893172) or leave a note in the parish prayer 
book in church.   
 
All the people on this list are prayed for by name 
in church at the 8am Sunday Holy Communion  
service, at Monday’s Morning Prayer and at 
Wednesday’s 10.30am Mass 

St Michael the Archangel Church, Litlington - interior 
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From the churchyard in Autumn 

Late autumn is always the busiest time of the year 
in the Churchyard. It is the time to start pruning and 
shaping the various evergreen shrubs we have and 
having a general tidy up before the onset of winter. 
Clearing the falling leaves from all the paths and 
pavements around the Church, however colourful, 
is an ongoing task but helps prevents slippery 
paths. The green recycling bins are currently  
always full to overflowing.  
 
On behalf of the Church, I am a 
member of an organisation called 
Caring for God’s Acre. With The 
Prince of Wales as President their 
aim is to help local communities  
recognise the potential for  
conserving, enhancing and enjoying 
churchyards, burial grounds and 
cemeteries by protecting wildlife, 
preserving heritage and involving 
people. I have attended various 
online seminars and have their 
Churchyard and Burial Ground  
Action Pack which is proving a  
useful tool when carrying out  
various tasks in our churchyard. 
 
A year-round task is to curtail the ivy growth from 
our flint walls. Ivy plays a key part in the               
appearance and tradition of an English Churchyard. 
It is a needed source of shelter for visiting wildlife 
and provides a vital food source for late-pollinating 
insects when other flowering plants have ended 
their season. However, allowing ivy to completely 
smother flint walls can make them crumble and the 
flints loosen. The ivy is removed using an approved 
method; cutting it at the base, letting it die down 
naturally and then gently pulling it away leaving 

mortar intact. 

Nature can dictate the work in the Churchyard. The 
wisteria on the south side of the church is  
generally cut in September but had to be  
postponed as a pigeon had built a nest near the top 
and was not pleased when it was disturbed! 
 
We are pleased to have five new seats around the 
churchyard. It is very gratifying to see them all  
being well used by our congregation and many  
passers-by for having a coffee, a chat, or just a time 

for quiet reflection. One Ballet School 
class even had a humorous photo 
taken whilst taking a break to cool off 
in the hot weather; they took on 
some of their ballet poses on one of 
the seats. A big thank you to all of 
those who have generously donated 
to provide these seats and to Phil  
Sutters for help in securing them 
around the churchyard. 

In looking forward to 2022 in         
addition to the regular maintenance 
there are two projects planned. One 
is to create a quiet space opposite 
the Church porch to remember and 
reflect on the Covid pandemic and  

decide the position of the final seat together with a 
planting plan. The second is a major clearance of the 
shrubbery in the north-east  corner (near the     
roundabout) which has encroached onto the grass 
over the years. This will enable an extension to the 
existing Memorial Garden.  

As the weather cools and we progress 
towards  winter the Churchyard holly 
trees have a bright display of berries. 
These can provide part of the Christmas 
decorations around the Church, pigeons 
permitting!                        

                                  Nick Linsell 

EBB Café Church for our Younger 
Church Members 

Our monthly after-school café church for the younger 
(aged 10-13 years) members of our Benefice Churches.   
The EBB Café Church is a fun and creative space to 

            explore faith and prayer, using craft, activity, and     
            outdoor fun.  

New members welcome: please contact rector@ebbchurches.org.uk for more       
information 

mailto:rector@ebbchurches.org.uk?subject=EBB%20Cafe%20Church
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St Peter's Book Sale 
 
Apologies for the 'Covid' postponements. The 
Book Sale will be going ahead as follows: 
 
Date: Sunday 20th February 2022 10am-4pm 
 

We need donations of paperback and hard-
back books in GOOD condition -  
particularly paperback novels and children's 
books. 
 

We do not want: books with faded or  
broken spines, torn or folded pages or  
scribbles and annotations. 
Or encyclopaedias, magazines, CD or DVDs. 
 

Please store your books until 1st 
Feb when labelled black boxes for donations/
drop off will be situated in the Church TOWER, 
not the porch. 
 
Any queries to Nick Linsell 896314. 

 
Sleep on my Darling - a Christmas Lullaby 

 
Sleep on my Darling, Let your head rest. 

How shall they harm you Who love you best? 
 

Sleep on my Darling, Herod's short sword  
Profits him nothing. Sleep little Lord. 

 
Sleep on my Darling, Judas’s kiss 
Drifts in oblivion; You are our bliss. 

 
Sleep on my Darling, Death is a Tree, 
Raised up in Heaven, Setting you free. 

 
Sleep on my Darling, Light from your tomb  

Pierces our darkness, Emptying doom. 
 

Sleep on my Darling, Dreaming you bring  
Healing and wholeness. Sleep while we sing. 

 
Sleep on my Darling, Midwinters dawn, 
Mary s own treasure, Beautifully born. 

 
Sleep on my Darling, Led by her star, 
Wisdom adores you, Small as you are. 

 
     Peter Uden 

BOOK SALE 
Sunday 20th February 

10am – 4pm 
 

 St Peter’s Church 
 East Blatchington 

 BN25 2HE 
 

 

 Books from 

 50p 
 

 Refreshments 

 Available 
 

 

 

Charity No: 1173506  

   www.ebbchurches.org.uk 
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He’s not a bad organist, he’s a very good piano  
player, and now he’s shown he is a very good  
organiser as well  - Coryn Roberts arranged an  
entertaining charity concert at St Peter’s which  
deservedly won loud acclaim. 
 
It featured a range of music-makers he knows well 
and brought them all here to play for a large  
audience who gathered in the church on Tuesday 
evening (November 16th). 
 
Everyone did well, but perhaps the best of all was 
Coryn himself.  During the evening he  
skilfully accompanied some of the performers, and 
then had a spot for himself – deservedly so  - on the 
electronic piano when he followed one of his own 
compositions with pieces by George Gershwin.   
His version of “I got rhythm” was outstanding. 
 
Among others involved were Angela Chalkley on 
vocal and violin, singing a work by Handel, then 
playing familiar numbers by Dvořák and Bizet;  
and the Rector’s son Milo, freed of duties relaying 
Sunday services on the Internet and taking up his 
electric guitar to play a traditional blues number, and 
pieces by Radiohead (assisted on vocals by his     
sister Amelie) and Jack White. 
 
Also familiar to many of us is Jamie Diamand, whom 
many will know from his sessions with Coryn on the 
organ after Sunday services, had a solo spot  
playing pieces by Mendelssohn and Vivaldi. 

Music night 

Among the guests was Guo Yao Yu, a 
Chinese tenor with an impressively 
strong voice, who sang “Unchained  
Melody” and an extract from a  
Donizetti opera which might have 
brought the house down in applause 
if the audience hadn’t respected the 
setting as much.  Later he also  
offered an intriguing Chinese folk 
song; no translation was necessary. 
 
The programme also featured the Equatorial Group 
Duo of Dave Davies and Helen Weeks; the singer 
Fiona Hunniset; and to end, Melody Rayfield on 
vocal and guitar. 
 
To coin a cliché, a good time was had by all, and 
for only the price of £5 admission, all proceeds  
going to Fairtrade. 
 
Incidentally, the compere was Father Joe Padfield, 
resplendent in a dazzling waistcoat (well, he wore 
more clothes but that was what particular  
sparkled), who struck just the right note with his 
introductions and his jokes. 
 
Afterwards, it should be added, light refreshments 
were served, soft drinks and wine all courtesy of 
Coryn.  Yes, it was very much his night  -  so good 
that many will be hoping for another concert. 
 
    
    Roger Bing 

The Art & Crafts Group 
 

takes place every Thursday  
10am to noon  

in the Chapel Rooms 
 
If you are interested in joining,  

please contact  
 

  Kay:- 893172  or Valerie :- 897306 

CROCHET GROUP 
 

Meets fortnightly  
on Mondays at 7pm in the 
Upper Room 
 

Next meetings:  
 

4th & 18th October  
1st, 15th & 29th November 
 
New members  
(any standard including  
beginners) welcome 

Regular social interest groups 

Please note:-  
 

Coffee is now being served after 
the 10am Sunday Eucharist on the  
fourth Sunday of the month 

Coryn in his 
usual position  
at the organ 

MU BOOK CLUB 
 

No news yet about when this 
will be restarting. 
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St Peter’s at prayer in December and January 
 

Weekend Services  
 

Saturday  5.30pm  Parish Eucharist (all Covid restrictions remain) 

 

Sunday    8am  Holy Communion BCP  

 

               10am  Parish Eucharist    This service is live-streamed on YouTube 

    and on Facebook which can be accessed through our 

    website:-  www.ebbchurches.org.uk  

 

Sunday    4pm  Evening Prayer BCP (not 1st Sunday in the month 

      when there is Evensong at St Andrew’s) 

Weekday Services 
 

Monday to Saturday 

 

    9.30am   Morning Prayer on Facebook Live  and in church Monday, Wednesday, Friday and  

         Saturday 

 

Wednesday  10.30am Mass 

 

Monday, Wednesday, Friday  8pm  Compline 

  

 These weekday services are streamed live at www.facebook.com/StPetersEB 

PRAYER DIARY.  Our monthly prayer diary is available on the church website – 

www.ebbchurches.org.uk   Printed copies are available in the church porch. This is a valuable resource for 

those who are currently participating in the life of daily prayer in this parish and is like throwing a lasso of 

prayer around the church - globally, nationally, county-wide and here in our own community. It includes 

the Cycle of Prayer for the Worldwide Anglican Communion, Chichester Diocesan Intercessions, names of 

the roads, schools and care homes in the parish and names of individuals and groups who work and        

worship at St Peter’s. 

If you would like a copy sent to you individually by email, please let me know.   Christine 

‘BREATHING SPACE’,  
 

our silent prayer meeting,  
takes place in the church and  
online … on Zoom 
6pm every Monday.  
 
New folk and returners are all invited  
to come and keep this space of contemplation  
and peace within our complicated and busy world.  
 
The Zoom link is available from our website,  
Meeting ID: 851 6436 0499    Passcode: letmein 

New people are welcome to join this group. 
Further details from Fr Joe 

For details about the Bereavement Café and 

the Memory Café please keep an eye on the 

Bulletin, notice boards and the website. 

EAST BLATCHINGTON LECTURES 
 

It is planned to restart the lectures  
in the new year 

 
Watch and listen for details 

 
    Shirley Linsell 



 

 

 

 

Open hearted,  Open minded,  Open to God,  Open to all every day 
 
 

RECTOR   Rev’d Arwen Folkes  892964   email: rector@ebbchurches.org.uk 
 
ASSISTANT CURATE  Rev’d Joe Padfield  672848  email: curate@ebbchurches.org.uk 
  
HONORARY ASSISTANT PRIESTS   Fr Eric Pollard  492312,  Fr John Harrington  351816, 
                     Fr Chris Collison  892364, 
      
READER   Kay Blackburn  893172  
 

CHURCHWARDENS  Juliet Mitton  893963    Geraldine Hedgecock  872398 
 
Website: www.ebbchurches.org.uk 
Twitter:  www.twitter.com/StPetersEastB    Facebook:  www.facebook.com/StPetersEB 
  

 ——————————————————————————————————————————-   
             Wedding, Baptism and Funeral enquiries:  The Rector  892964  
 

        Pastoral care:  To request prayer and seek any other support, spiritual or practical   
           Kay Blackburn  893172 
       

 Festivals, Holy Days, meditations, study groups and prayer vigils as announced  
 
The church is open daily for private prayer 10am to 4pm Monday to Saturday  

             12 to 4pm Sunday 
 

The church is open for public worship with social distancing restrictions removed at all except 
the Saturday 5.30pm Eucharist service. However, masks must still be worn at all services and in 
church and hand sanitising on entry is still required. Further details of all services in church and 
online are on page 18. 
 
PCC SECRETARY:  Christine Cooke  490548 email: pccstpeters@gmail.com 
PCC TREASURER:  Chris Reynolds  490944  email:  cjr911@me.com 
PLANNED GIVING SCHEME:  If you would like to join this scheme please contact  Elizabeth Pay  894799 
CROSS KEYS EDITOR:  Christine Cooke  490548  email:  christinecooke.xks@gmail.com 
HALL BOOKINGS: Jacqueline Head  07766 900909 email:  jacquelinemhead@icloud.com 
HOMELINK help for the homeless:  Jenny Baker  890612 
WEEKLY BULLETIN:  Neville Chalkley   891921  email: bulletinstpeters2015@gmail.com 
……      Mothers’ Union:  Marilyn Haydon  898314  
             Reading Group:  Kay Blackburn  893172 
             East Blatchington Lectures: Shirley Linsell  891910              
  Art and Craft Group:  Valerie Skues  897306                             St Peter’s reg. charity no.: 1173506 
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   A full colour version of this Cross Keys can be viewed on the benefice website:-  
www.ebbchurches.org.uk               

Photos by Diana Hitchin, Christine Cooke, Rev’d Arwen Folkes, Neville Chalkley, contributors and from 
the Internet (Wikipedia.org, Commons Wikimedia.org, Commons Media, Creative Commons, Clipart). 

Should you need another copy of this magazine, there are usually spares in the church porch. 
If you cannot get there, please let me know and I will deliver one to your door.    
           Christine  490548 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

And finally - this and that ... 

Please remember that Covid-19 hasn’t gone away 

- TAKE CARE AND STAY SAFE! 

 

Advent Sunday - Evensong and Benediction 

The tower from the 
carpark on a beautiful 
autumn day 

Remembrance Day 2021 at St Peter’s 

 

The Benefice Confirmation Service - Sunday 3rd October  

Durer’s ‘Tuft 
of Cowslips’ 
1526 - one of 
the paintings 
Kay will talk 
about/talked 
about in her 
lecture on 7th 
December 

EBB Café Church members gather to remember 


