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Re-emerging, Returning,  

Renewing and New Beginnings 

The new pew cushions 

Ready to set off on 
the Whitsun walk 

 

The first session of the Café Church 

Prior to his ordination, 
our future Assistant 
Curate, Joe Padfield and 
his wife Imogen visit St 
Peter’s 

The fig tree survived the winter and is thriving 

The wisteria is as magnificent 
as usual 

The very successful 
Plant Sale 
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Neither church in our Benefice can 
remember having a 'curate' before 
and so it is a new development in our 
life that we will welcome Fr. Joe  

Padfield after his ordination as Deacon on the 26th 
June. It may be helpful to understand the journey to 
priesthood in the Church of England and the  
important purpose of the curacy in that journey.  
 
The process for discerning a vocation to the  
priesthood can take anywhere from 18 months to 
many, many years and the final stages of that  
discernment always involve a thorough interview by 
a National Panel who advise the Diocesan Bishops on 
the suitability of a candidate for Ordained Ministry. 
The 'Bishops’ Advisory Panel' assesses the person's 
spiritual, educational, and pastoral gifts and  
thoroughly examines their aptitudes and attitudes 
for sustaining the demands that being in ministry 
require. In a timely announcement, we are delighted 
to share that Callum Mullett (once regular at St  
Peter's before leaving for university) has recently 
been 'approved' as a candidate for ministry by this 
panel and will soon be taking up a training place as 
an 'Ordinand' at Wycliffe College in Oxford.  
 
Joe Padfield has himself been an Ordinand for the 
last three years while he has been undergoing his 
theological training in preparation for entering into 
the second phase of his training with us. To date Joe 
has been working on a Master’s Thesis on how the 
Anglican Church values the place of Our Lady in its 
worship and prayer. Joe has also been attached to a 
parish where he has begun developing his liturgical 
and leadership skills. So far this has been part-time 
and all of this has been alongside his full-time work.  
 
Joe will first be ordained Deacon by Bishop Martin at 
Chichester Cathedral on June 26th which is a special 
and set apart year of service and reaching out into 
the wider community. The institution of the  
diaconate is traditionally seen in the ordination of 
the seven, including Stephen and Phillip (Acts 6.1-6) 
where we read that 'after prayer they laid hands on 
them'. A Deacon is called to serve the church of God 
and work with its members in caring for the poor, 
the needy, and the careless and the lost.  
This first year in this Benefice, Joe will find himself 
immersed full-time in working out what that means 
for his own vocation and every one of you will be 
part of that journey with him.  

Joe will make his formal 'Declarations of Assent' to 
the Benefice within the main Sunday Services  
27th June St Peter's 
4th July St Andrew's 
 
A curacy is very much a time of training and forming 
- where a curate is being shaped into the future  
ministry they will one day carry out. Curacy Training 
continues to be provided by the Diocese and Joe will 
have a study day as well as his rest day so that he can 
really read, reflect and deepen his ministry. His 
training will be supervised by The Rector who  
remains wholly responsible for the parish.  
A curacy is usually just for three - four years, with 
the end of the first year being marked by the  
ordination as Priest after which Joe will be able to  
begin exercising his sacramental ministry including 
presiding at the Eucharist, bless, solemnise marriage 
and baptize.  

 
It is a great blessing for us to have a curate and to be 
entrusted with helping Joe to shape and form in this 
next chapter of his ministry. He will learn and reflect 
from the pastoral encounters he finds in the parish 
amongst you all and will be shaped and formed in 
the liturgical practices. Through everything he will 
deepen his ability to lead, nurture, and serve the 
church, always in the name and power of Jesus Christ 
our Lord. I hope that we will all provide the space for 
Joe to try new things, the grace for him to make  
mistakes (as we all do!) and enable him to bless us 
with his particular gifts, and most of all enjoy  
flourishing into his future ministry. 

 
Let us all pray for his and his wife Imogen's arrival 
and give thanks that we have the opportunity to sup-
port Joe in this crucial stage of his formation and  
development.  
 

Joe will be contactable on the email address  
curate@ebbchurches.org.uk and his address will be 
83 Sherwood Road. His phone number will be shared 
once it has been established. His study day will be 
Thursday and his rest day will be Friday.  
 

God bless you all,          Rev’d Arwen Folkes 

Rector of  St Peter’s, East Blatchington & St Andrew’s, 
Bishopstone  

The Rectory, 86 Belgrave Road,  
East Blatchington, Seaford, BN25 2HE        

Tel:- 01323 892964     Email:- rectoryebb@gmail.com  
Website:- www.ebbchurches.org.uk  

What is a curate? 

mailto:curate@ebbchurches.org.uk
mailto:rectoryebb@gmail.com
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Thursday June 3rd 7pm Corpus Christi  Mass  

Sunday June 6th  2pm    Short procession and blessing of the parish followed by a time of     
Adoration in the church.                                                                                                                   
If the weather is fine, please gather outside on  Belgrave Road. The procession will walk down 
Belgrave Road, down Wilkinson Way, through Chapel Close and the twitten, and up Blatchington 
Hill. Blessing for the parish will be given at the roundabout; the procession will then return into 
the church. People may wish to follow the procession or stay in Belgrave road ready to follow 
into the church or simply watch the blessing.                                                                                                      
If the weather is bad, the procession will be replaced by Benediction.  

Saturday July 3rd  1 - 5pm  Craft Fair, hand-
made items of knitting, sewing, jewellery, 
flower craft, cakes etc. - stalls in the      
churchyard and cream teas served outside, 
weather permitting.              

Free entry, donations welcome. Please come 
and  support our church.  

 

Saturday October 30th  10am  Book sale. More details nearer the time but books in 
good condition needed, so please start sorting out and storing them until nearer the 
sale date.                                                                                                                         
  All queries to Nick Linsell  896314 

Dates for your diary 

EBB Café Church for our Younger Church Members 

We are delighted to be launching a monthly after-school café church 
for the younger (aged 10-13 years) members of our Benefice Churches.   
The EBB Café Church will be a fun and creative space to explore faith 

and prayer, using craft, activity, and outdoor fun.  

Next meeting:  Tuesday 15th June (4 for 4.30pm start) 

followed on the next Saturday, 19th June  with ‘Together at Mass’  

at 5.30pm 
 

New members welcome: please contact rector@ebbchurches.org.uk for 
more information 

Church Car Park 
 
Please note that the car park will be closed  on Monday 
evenings to all vehicles between 5pm and 7.30pm.  
We are delighted that the Brownies have returned to the 
Chapel Rooms and they will be using the outdoor space 
for several of their activities. 

mailto:rector@ebbchurches.org.uk?subject=EBB%20Cafe%20Church
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Prayers for the Sick  
 

Please remember in your prayers: 
 

 Tina Bacon,  
Peter Thompson,  Hilary Warner,  

Joanne Cooke,  Beryl Henley,   
Annifer Hatcher, Jessica,   

Sarah Read, Harry Anderson,          
Pam Taggart,  Kayleigh Ivers, 
Carole Tidy,  Joseph Murphy,  
Ian Rothery, Samuel Tomlin 

                Editorial 
 

Thank you to everyone who has contributed articles, stories, poems, notices and 
photos to this edition of Cross Keys, which I hope you will find interesting,  
informative, enjoyable and maybe too, inspiring, full of hope in many ways and 
thought-provoking. 
 

‘Prayer’ seems to be a theme which recurs in the articles throughout this magazine. It shows, I 
think, how important this aspect of our faith has become during the three lockdowns. 
 
How wonderful it has been to see normal life returning to the parish with the plant sale and 
many activities, old and new, taking place in the church and Chapel Rooms. 
 
I would like to say a very big thank you to the ten people ( they know who they are) who help 
and have now helped for fifteen months with the delivery of Cross Keys, together sometimes with 
spiritual resources booklets, palm crosses etc. through parishioners’ letterboxes. I know this has 
been much appreciated. For the time being we plan for this to continue. Thank you so much. 
 
 

The next edition of Cross Keys will be published in early August so please send in your contributions by July 
25th or earlier, if possible. 
Send them, preferably by email as a Word document attachment or as a jpeg, if a photo, to  
 

christinecooke.xks@gmail.com 
                                                                

 Please continue to take care and stay safe.        Christine  

 

We give thanks for the advances with the 
Covid vaccine and the successful  
vaccination programme roll out and for 
the scientists, researchers, NHS staff,  
volunteers and those in government, both 
centrally and at a local level who have 
made this possible. 
 
We pray for  
 

   • The distribution of vaccines throughout 
the World as rapidly and fairly as possible; 
 

   •  Places in the world where there is 
conflict, and for people everywhere who  
are unable to live a life free from tyranny 
oppression and poverty; 
 
  • Our church community as we rebuild 
and regroup following this past year; for 
the integration of old traditions and new 
ventures; 
   
• Everyone in our parish, who in different 
ways has coped with the pandemic, as we 
gradually return to a more normal life in 
the coming months. 

If you would like your name or that of a relative or 
friend added to this list, then please let me or Kay 
know.  
Although not exclusively so, it is for those with an 
ongoing or recurring illness or condition rather 
that a short term one. 
 
    Christine 



 

 

 

Who’s who  
Many of you will remember the old nursery rhyme, illustrated with the wiggly-finger hand gestures’ “look at 
the church, there’s the steeple, look inside and there’s all the people!”. A church without people is quite 
simply not really a church and yet over this last year we have found that our people activity has been ham-
pered by a lack of social interaction, too many masks, and the fragmented nature of our congregation across 
four different services. People who are returning haven’t been able to properly meet those newly joining us, 
and vice versa. Recognising this has promoted the PCC to launch this ‘who’s who’ where four faces of St Pe-
ter’s will introduce themselves to you all - just as they might have over coffee …  
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Neville Chalkley    
 

Born just after the end of the war, in 
Forest Row, Sussex, the younger of two 
sons, I was fortunate to grow up in the 
idyllic surroundings of Ashdown Forest. 
My parents were not well off, so  
childhood pleasures were the simple 

ones of bike rides, trying to catch minnows in forest 
streams, and helping my father with his wonderful  
vegetable garden. 
 

After attending local schools I went off to London and 
qualified as a teacher in 1968. But most importantly I 
met a wonderful young woman from Widnes called  
Angela and we were married in 1969. We have two  
children, Jenny and David, both happily married, and 
four grandchildren. 
 

We moved to Seaford in 1996 and immediately felt at 
home at St Peter’s where we normally attend the 9.30 
service. I was churchwarden for six years from 2006, and 
between us we still do a number of jobs to help keep the 
St Peter’s show on the road! 
  

 

Sue Brooks-Burke   

 
After living in London for over 30 
years, I moved to Seaford in  
November 2020 with my two  
children. I have been visiting  
Seaford for many years and  
enjoyed what the town had to offer. 
 

The church has been a central part of my life and it 
was important for me to become part of a church 
community in Seaford. I was introduced to  
St. Peter’s, East Blatchington at the Christmas fair in 
December 2020 and received a very warm welcome. 
Since lockdown has eased I have started to worship 
there and my daughter is part of the EBB Church 
café. 
 

I am a keen amateur gardener, hoping to volunteer at 
The Crouch Gardens and pursue a career in Social 
and Therapeutic Horticulture.  
 

I look forward to discovering more about St. Peter’s 
and the Seaford community. 

       Milo Folkes  
 
Hi, I’m Milo. I’m seventeen,  
enjoy skateboarding, video 
games, and playing the  
electric guitar which you may 
have heard from my garage in 
school holidays. For the past 
year I’ve been helping mum 
with live-streaming in the church and will  
continue to do so for as long as needed. I like 
annoying my mum with oddly specific biblical 
questions, so in July I’m doing a week’s work 
experience with St Peter’s!   
          
 
                         Rosemary Leech 
 
I arrived at St Peter’s in August 
1979 with my husband, Peter, from 
Warrington.  He had been a church-
warden at our local church for 
about 19 years and we thought it 
would be nice just to sit in a pew  
and “do nothing” – that didn’t last.             
We intended to try all the churches but received 
such a welcome that we got no further.  I was        
befriended by two lovely elderly ladies who asked 
me to be a sacristan to help them out now and then – 
so I have been a sacristan for 41 years and have 
made many friends.  My friend, Valerie and I became 
infants’ Sunday School teachers when the previous 
one died suddenly.  We were both flying blind and I 
wonder how we managed to work in the sacristy 
space, but somehow we did.  The chapel rooms 
were part of the school next door at that time.   

Later, after retirement we started the toddler group 
which with help from various others we ran for 16 
years on Tuesday mornings – great fun.  Peter died 
at Christmas 06; the church was packed for his     
funeral and I received an enormous amount of love 
and support.  I became a lay minister soon            
afterwards. I normally attend the 9.30 service but 
currently attend at 11 a.m.  I look forward to “getting 
back to normal” one of these days and meeting old 
friends and new over coffee.    
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Pilgrimage 

As the lockdown recedes and the imprisoning  
restrictions are finally removed, you might now 
permit your mind to wander in an eager  
anticipation of what to do, where to go.  Think of it: 
you can actually choose where, and what.  But 
then comes the halting question: where? 
 
Well, it’s handy that you should ask, because I 
have been thinking of going somewhere different.  
Very different.  To trigger fresh ideas, altered  
interests.  But what?  Then the thought came: a 
pilgrimage?  Yes, maybe but, putting the  
fundamental religious motivation slightly to one 
side, nothing too physically demanding, nor  
anywhere abroad.   
 
After all, Over There (if I may so describe Europe) 
one never knows whether the degrees of  
vaccination have been sufficient, whether there 
could be a sudden change and you might face a 
quarantine on return.  It’s a long way to go,  
whether to deepest France, or Spain, or Rome.  
And fairly expensive. 
 
That adjusts my sights.  In this country instead.  
Right, now choose.  The obvious selection, with 
the benefit of being fairly close, could be  
Canterbury, and stirring thoughts of becoming one 
of those characters so memorably depicted by 
Chaucer drift into focus.  Only then comes the  
considerable distraction of idly wondering which of 
that fairly motley crew I am most like. 
 
Of course those pilgrims also wanted to pay  
homage to Thomas Becket and the spot in the  
Cathedral where he was said to have fallen foul of 
those four blood-thirsty knights.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                              
But that reminds me of a fascinating new exhibition 
at the British Museum about that very tragedy and 
its repercussions, and now I’m off thinking about 
going there rather than plunging into Kent. 
 
Let’s think of somewhere else, other popular  
pilgrimage destinations.  Well, there’s  
Walsingham.  I’ve heard enthusiastic reports of 
travelling there from several members of St  
Peter’s, and what a stimulating experience that 
was to be at the shrine. 

 
 
 
 

Further up the east coast, right up off  Northumber-
land, is the Holy Island of Lindisfarne, which can 
claim the merit of being regularly, if briefly, cut off 
from the mainland by the sea, a place once familiar 
to several saints including Cuthbert  -  and yes, 
also Oswald.  Now there is a coincidence, for years 
ago I used to worship at a church named after him, 
not up there but 
down in the 
south London 
suburbs, a place 
never cut off by 
any force of  
nature as far as I 
know. 
 
 
 
 

Yes, and another coincidence.  A year or two ago  
- actually 635AD  -  Saint Aidan came there to 
found his monastery and did you know that he 
made the journey from the island of Iona, on the 
west coast of Scotland. 
 
Iona!  Yes, of course.  I know 
that, and I liked it very much.  
It’s a small island in the Inner 
Hebrides, off Mull, as you 
probably know, a calm, 
thoughtful place with its own 
distinctive atmosphere, which 
attracts people from all 
around the globe to share its 
character, and of course it is 
particularly known for Iona 
Abbey. 
 
According to tradition that was founded in 563 by 
the monk Columba, who had been exiled from his 
native Ireland as a result of his involvement in 
the Battle of Cul Dreimhne (I quote from the guide 
book, not from a remarkable memory).  Columba 
and twelve companions went into exile on Iona and 
founded this monastery.  It was hugely successful, 
and played a crucial role in the conversion to 
Christianity of the Picts, and later of the Anglo-
Saxon kingdom of Northumbria in 635. 
 

Lindisfarne Castle  photo - Matthew Hunt CC BY 2-0 

Ruins of Walsingham 
Abbey   
 
photo - NickGibson3900 
CC BY-SA4.0 

Site of the martyrdom of Thomas à Becket 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Inner_Hebrides
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ross_of_Mull
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Columba
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ireland
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Battle_of_C%C3%BAl_Dreimhne
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Picts
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Anglo-Saxons
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Iona may be rich in history but it is certainly not a 
museum and definitely not a ‘ruin’.  Don’t dare get 
that idea.  With around 150 residents living there 
year round and many more seasonal staff coming 
for the summer 
months it has a 
lively and varied 
community life. 
 

 
 

And one particular claim to fame is that the much-
respected MP John Smith chose this as his last 
resting place.  He was only 55 when he died in 
1994, regarded as an outstanding member of the 
Labour Party, Leader of the Opposition and Leader 
of the party.  Even, maybe, a potential Prime    
Minister. A major political figure, he had a public 
funeral service in Edinburgh, which was attended 
by almost 1,000 people, and was buried in a  
private family service on Iona at the sacred burial 
ground of Reilig Odhráin, where many early  
Scottish and Norse kings are said to be buried. His 
grave is marked with an epitaph quoting the Fourth 
Epistle of An Essay On Man by Alexander Pope: 
"An honest man's the noblest work of God".  

Nearly June but the weather has been bad 
 

Not like rude Spring with its brash birdsong, 
Early Summer comes to us muffled;  
Softly bleeding healing into hearts. 

 
The forced quiet of ‘lack’, 

Belly ache from heavy bread, 
Raindrops painted across the window again; 

 
This morning promises otherwise. 

A yellow dot for a heart, 
The fig tree illuminated. 

 
 
 

Yes, that could be the destination I’m seeking,  
Iona.  But hold on a moment.  The chill blast of 
reality sets me shivering.  Having just checked the 
bank balance, I am persuaded that perhaps I 
should adjust my sights to somewhere closer to 
home.  Much closer.  
 
I see that a pilgrimage is defined as a journey, of-
ten into an unknown or foreign place, where a per-
son goes in search of new or expanded meaning 
about their self.  Spurred by that idea, maybe I 
should dare to follow in my own old footsteps and 
re-trace the path to that hallowed (to me) citadel 
beside the Thames, that Theatre of Perpetual  
Agitation and Continual Disappointment called 
Craven Cottage, the home of Fulham Football 
Club.   
 
Such a pilgrimage could lead to a personal  
transformation, gently changing me from  
helplessly pursuing a lost cause.   
 
Well, I can dream . . . 
 
 
 
 
   Roger Bing 

Jane Figgess 

Iona village and 
Abbey from the sea 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Leader_of_the_Opposition_(United_Kingdom)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Leader_of_the_Labour_Party_(UK)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Edinburgh
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Iona
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/An_Essay_On_Man
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Alexander_Pope
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At the APCM in April I stepped down as Churchwarden 
after 10 years. It has been a privilege and an honour to 
hold the post over the last decade and I  
sincerely thank you all for your help and support and 
for the very generous gift you presented me with. I was 
overwhelmed and very touched by all your kindness 
and good wishes and I leave the Churchwarden duties 
in the future in the capable hands of Geraldine and 
Juliet. I am pleased to continue looking after the 
Church buildings which will certainly still give me an 
active role at St Peter’s in the future. 
 

The role of Churchwarden can be very varied and is not 

without its humorous moments. Two come to mind 

over my tenure. Firstly, when Fr Andrew was away, I 

had a call from Moira McMillan to say that one of his 

chickens had escaped. Together with one of his sons 

we scoured the churchyard and twitten with torches 

trying to locate it but to no avail. The locals must have 

thought we were mad calling out for this chicken.    

Fortunately, it was found safe and well later so no  

harm was done. 

Another amusing episode occurred when I was asked 

to come and turn the lights on in the Church as the BBC 

wanted to interview a local historian regarding the  

balloonist, Henry Coxwell whose plaque is in the 

church.  

My churchwarden years 

I duly arrived dressed in gardening 
gear to be told there was a film 
being made of his exploits and 
there was controversy as his role 
had been turned into a female 
character. I met the historian and 
reporter and was left speechless when the reporter 
asked if I would say a few words to camera as Church-
warden. Knowing very little about Henry Coxwell, I 
bluffed my way through and said it was a shame the 
role had changed gender although I didn’t really have 
any thoughts one way or the other. Worse was to 
come when I was told this piece was going out on 
South East Today the same night. When the       
programme was broadcast the reporter informed the 
TV audience that people were upset about the change 
particularly the local Churchwarden and played an  
edited interview with me before going on to the      
historian. I was only grateful they cut the shot out of 
me cleaning the plaque with a feather duster. We did 
get a few good shots of the Church and Churchyard 
during the broadcast so all was not lost. 
So, although being a Churchwarden is a role that must 

be taken seriously, there is room for a bit of light      

entertainment. Long may it last!     

             Nick Linsell 

Plant sale May 2021 
 

This event, the first for a very long time, 

proved very popular with a queue  

stretching at times from the car park  

entrance to the roundabout. The many 

varied plants were of excellent quality and 

virtually all were sold. 

A magnificent £1180 was raised for 

church funds. Thank you to everyone  

involved in any way and especially to  

Margaret and Nick Linsell, the organisers. 
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The Annual Parish Church Meeting for the year ending in 2020 was held on Sunday 19th April 2021 in 
church and on Zoom. 
 
At a short meeting before the APCM our two churchwardens were appointed, Juliet 
Mitton agreed to serve another term and Geraldine Hedgecock was appointed and 
welcomed.   These appointments are until April 2022.    Nick Linsell stepped down 
after 10 years and Arwen thanked him for all he had done and presented him with a 
card and gift and some plants for the garden. 
 
Newly elected to the PCC was Christine Cooke who was welcomed and Tina Bacon and Debbie Phipps 
were re-elected.    
 
Kay and Maggie were appointed to continue in their representation of us on the Deanery Synod.  There 
are two more vacancies for Deanery Synod so do apply if you are interested. 
 
And so here is the full PCC:   
Revd. Arwen Folkes, Fr. Trevor Smyth, Juliet Mitton, Churchwarden, Geraldine Hedgecock, Churchward-
en, Chris Reynolds,Treasurer, Kay Blackburn, Reader and Deanery Synod Rep., Maggie Chitty, Deanery 
Synod Rep., Christine Cooke, Secretary, Daphne Dempster, Safeguarding Officer, Debbie, Phipps, Elec-
toral Roll Officer and H&S Officer, Barbara Prendergast, Jill Morgan, Tina Bacon, Sue Williams, Jacquel-
ine Head, Chapel Rooms Administrator, Linda  
Stratford, Ann Lloyd-James, Christa Ovenden and Susan Drader. 
 
The reports of our church life had been circulated before the meeting and published on our website.    

 

As well as commending her written report, the rector thanked those who contributed to the life of this 
church in 2020.  In particular she said: 
 

“This address comes as we stand at this rather interesting crossing in the life of this parish. We have 
moved out of crisis and into a period of trying to adjust into whatever lies ahead of us. There is recovery 
and rebuilding ahead of us, there are works that we need to do on our building, there is the integration of 
existing and new faces in our church community, and there are God-given opportunities and challenges 
for us to embrace. There is a careful process ahead of us that will require all the fruits of the Spirit - love, 
joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, … but particularly faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control. The 
prayer life that we have established over this past year is incredible and will be the thing that sustains us 
as we move forward.  
 
Change is always hard at the best of times, but a change that has been imposed on us without notice or 
autonomy is even harder.    So, as the PCC gets to grips with all that lies ahead, as we let go of what has 
been lost, find again the things we love, and welcome the things that God has brought into our vision, I 
pray that we will do all of this gently and with kindness, patience and peace.  
 
I am full of immense gratitude for the generous support shown by so many of you over this past year and I 
am confident that we will emerge stronger as we recover our common life and embrace the future that 
God has ordained for us.  Please continue to keep this church and this parish in your prayers.” 

 
Our parish has received a civic award for our role in Seaford Voluntary Emergency 
Team which served the town during the pandemic.     

 
Arwen finished with The Grace. 

 

Christine Cooke PCC Secretary 

pccstpeters@gmail.com 

The APCM May 19th 2021 

Juliet and Geraldine 

Arwen receives the Civic Award for 
the parish from the Mayor 

mailto:pccstpeters@gmail.com


 

 

 

The other day I was trying to tidy one of my bookcases, when I came across an old favourite! It is a small 

book entitled ‘Gateway to God, Daily Readings with Michael Ramsey.’  On page 34 is a meditation entitled 

‘What are we here for?’  On this page he provides a challenging definition of what it means to be a saint.  

This is what he says ,’it is not doing good in the world that makes a saint; Saints do often do good , 

but so do many people who we would never call saints.  No, the saint is one who has a strange     

nearness to God and makes God real and near to other people’.  Naturally this caused me to think 

about how saints have been depicted in art throughout the centuries.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

They are usually shown with their attribute – for example Saint Peter has the keys and the cockerel and 

Saint Catherine of Alexandra with a spiked wheel to represent her torture.  According to legend she was 

saved from the wheel by a miraculous thunderbolt from heaven which destroyed the wheel before it could 

harm her, but she was then, sadly, beheaded.  Allegedly of royal birth, she converted to Christianity and was 

venerated as a virgin martyr and a patron of education and learning generally.  Saint Catherine was           

allegedly executed early in the C4 on the orders of the emperor Maxentius and was second only to Mary 

Magdalene in popularity.  

Sadly, because of her uncertain historicity she was removed from the Catholic calendar in 1969.  Her special 

attribute is a broken spiked wheel, seen in both images I have chosen.  Also she usually has a martyr’s palm 

and often a crown to indicate her royal birth and a ring to remind viewers of the legend of her mystic      

marriage to Christ and a sword to indicate her martyrdom.   

Looking at the two paintings I have chosen, both of which are now, wonderfully, in our own National      

Gallery in London. I see that both show the wheel. (This is also the origins of the Catherine Wheel on    

bonfire night!).   But Raphael has chosen to play down the horror of the wheel and concentrate on her      

devout gaze to heaven.   
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What makes a Saint? 

‘Saint Catherine of Alexandria’, 
c1507, by Raphael  Oil on Poplar 
wood 72.2cms x55.7cms  



 

 

 

Her figure is idealised and beautiful, set in an idyllic landscape which evokes the mystical love between the 

saint and God.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Artemisia’s Catherine is very different.  Using her own image as a model, Artemisia has shown Catherine as a 

real person; see how the nails on the wheel are sharp and threatening.  The  knuckles on her hands reflect 

the damage to Artemisia’s own hands when she was herself tortured in a famous court case to ensure she 

was telling the truth.  

 Both artists have interesting life stories, Raphael, well known as a genius of the High Renaissance, while  

Artemisia’s life and art have only recently been  explored and  her art once again celebrated  for the skill and 

the emotional directness she brings to her paintings.  Artemisia was a great woman,  a contemporary of 

Shakespeare and friend of Galileo and a very popular and sought after artist in her own lifetime.   

Which painting do you think conforms most  closely to Michael Ramsey’s  definition?  

              Kay Blackburn          
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Self portrait as Saint Catherine of  
Alexandria c1615-17,  
71.4 x 69cms by 
Artemisia Gentileschi, 1593-1652-3  

PRAYER DIARY.  Our bi-monthly prayer diary is available on the church website – 

www.ebbchurches.org.uk   Printed copies are available in the church porch. This is a valuable    

resource for those who are currently participating in the life of daily prayer in this parish and is 

like throwing a lasso of prayer around the church - globally, nationally, county-wide and here in 

our own community. It includes the Cycle of Prayer for the Worldwide Anglican Communion, 

Chichester Diocesan Intercessions, names of the roads, schools and care homes in the parish and 

names of individuals and groups who work and worship at St Peter’s. 



 

 

 

In 1986 The Duke of Edinburgh put a question to leaders of five religions meeting in Assisi. 'If you believe 
in God you must believe in his creation, and the care of it'  This resulted in the Assisi Declarations that  
included the recognition that 'all creation has a close interdependence and their harmony is the glory of 
God.' 
 
In 1995 The Duke hosted a Windsor Castle gathering  of the leaders of eleven religions, and again said 'If 
God is responsible for all living things, surely we have an obligation to care for his creation, including the 
natural world.'  The Alliance of Religion and Conservation was launched, in part because the Duke, ever 
practical, saw religions being everywhere, on the spot, with local knowledge and with possibilities of  
support.  FaithInvest was part of this, a collaboration of religious investors via the UN, national  
governments, investment firms etc. 
 
In 2009 The Duke of Edinburgh was asked if he had been disappointed in any of the responses from the 
religions. He said 'There are certain inhibitions. The Orthodox Christians have taken it up with a will, but 
the Western Christians seem to have terrible anxieties about associating the sacred with the natural  
environment. The response has not yet been very good amongst the Western Christians.' Aware of the 
loss in the past fifty years of more than half of birds, mammals, reptiles, amphibians and fish, the Duke 
spoke of the contrast of the ability to restore destroyed buildings, whereas, once a species had gone, it 
was for ever. 
 
In 2019 The Pope said 'Ecological sin is an action of omission against God, the community and the  
environment. It is a sin against future generations and is manifested in the acts and habits of pollution and 
destruction of the harmony of the environment.' 
 
Archbishop Welby said 'The threat to human life posed by climate change and loss of biodiversity, dwarfs 
that of Covid-19, and yet some people sit back and leave it to others.' The excellent Welby measures to 
combat climate change, go so far, but many in the congregations will know there is more than electric 
cars, solar panels, wind turbines, heat pumps and biodiversity in the churchyard. 
 
I once had brief working contacts with Martin Holdgate, who was Director General of the International  
Union for the Conservation of Nature. He later put the point bluntly ' If you muck up your environment, you 
muck up yourselves'. 
 
John himself comments: 
 
 What still worries me is the number of well-educated people, some with qualifications in theology, who 
have not grasped the impact of our failed stewardship. The West in particular, plugged into huge global 
food and product supply systems that often result in deforestation. soil degeneration, pollution, habitat de-
struction and species loss. The following stewardship prayer may provide some focus. 
 

 God of the living Earth 
 You have called people to care for your world 
 You asked Noah to save creatures from destruction 
 May we now understand how to sustain your world 
 Not over-fishing, not over-hunting 
 Not destroying trees, precious rainforest 
 Not farming soil into useless dust 
 Help us to find ways to use resources wisely 
 To find a path to good sustainable living 
 In peace and harmony with creatures around      Amen      
                                                               
   Anne Richards: Mission Theology Advisory Group (permission given to  use this poem) 
 
John further adds:  

The Duke of Edinburgh and the  

natural environment 
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I have purchased Praying for the Earth - remembering the environment in our prayers of intercession 
by  Rob Kelsey, Sacristy Press 2021. He was Environment Officer for the Diocese of Newcastle and says 
in his introduction -'in my early years in the role, it was necessary to argue at Deanery Synods about why 
Christians should care for the Earth (to a sometimes sceptical audience). After about five years of the 
group's existence we had moved on to address the question.'  Graham Usher, Bishop of Norwich who is a 
qualified ecologist, says it is a must have resource. There are about 150 prayers well set out under useful 
headings.     
           John Creasey                      
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Springtime in the churchyard 

As the cold dark nights of winter slowly moved 
away, we all looked forward to springtime and the 
start of new life in our gardens and open spaces. 
This was particularly so this year with the lockdown  
gradually easing hopefully!  
 
The first signs of spring in the Churchyard barring a 
few snowdrops were the daffodils. With the cold 
weather these were in flower longer than normal 
and created a bright display around the borders and 
gravestones. I am hoping to plant more bulbs this 
Autumn for an even better display in 2022.  
 
By the porch, the pink of the Bergenia, or Elephant’s 

Ears, flowered magnificently combining with the 

full blossom of the Magnolia and the delicate white 

flower of the Blackthorn. As these fade away at the 

time of writing the Wisteria is in full bloom with its 

patchwork of purple covering the flint wall of the 

church.  

I spoke to a lady taking pictures of 

it, as she apparently does annually, 

she has a document to share show-

ing when the Wisteria was moved 

in 1906.  So our Wisteria is at least 

115 years old ! 

Most of the growth in the  
Churchyard has naturally self-seeded either by 
weather conditions or with the help of birds and  
insects. It is always a surprise what appears every 
year. One grave opposite the porch door was covered 
in a carpet of yellow. Following research, it was found 
to be a type of Lamium called “Archangels’ Yellow’’. 
Very appropriate!  
 
Bluebells and Cow Parsley are now the giving us that 
natural feel of May which our Churchyard does so 
beautifully, creating a softness which relaxes those 
that sit and ponder on our new benches or pass 
through. 
 
Our Churchyard is very popular and it is always a 
pleasure to speak to people as I’m working. Their 
comments are always encouraging, we are so lucky to 
have such a special environment around 
our ancient church. 
      

        Nick Linsell         

Strap lines  
 

- You can complain because roses have thorns, or you can rejoice because thorns have roses. 
- You are not wise if you give the right answers; you are wise if you ask the right questions. 
- Why isn’t the word ‘phonetic’ spelt the way it sounds? 
- When you give a talk, you can guarantee no-one is listening until you make a mistake. 
- It is better in prayer to have a heart without words than words with a heart (Mahatma Gandhi) 
- Arguments are like fences – they always have two sides. 
- Any method of evangelism will work if God is in it. (Leonard Ravenhill)  
                 from ACE Ideas Forum 
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Those of you who gathered for prayers in St Andrews on the day of the Benefice Whitsun walk will have 
experienced praying with a finger labyrinth. I wanted to share this practice because it has been so helpful in 
developing my own prayer life that I hoped it might resonate with others. 

Here is a guide you could use if you want to try it at home. There is no right or wrong way – just 
take your time! 

 
1. Preparation 

Still yourself and take a few deep breaths 
What do you want to talk to God about? Are there any decisions you’re struggling with? 
Ask God for help with this. 
 

2. The journey in – God with us 
Enter the labyrinth at the opening with your finger 
Imagine God is walking with you. How does it feel to notice where God is? 

 
3. The journey in – Listening to God 

Bring to mind to your problem 
Does God have anything to say about it? 
As you move your finger, do you sense what direction God is drawing you to take? 

 
4. The centre 

Pause - You can close your eyes 
Is there anything you’d like to leave behind in the labyrinth? Maybe something that holds you back or 

keeps you apart from God? 
Leave this behind at the centre. It could be in the form of a word, an object, a thought – whatever is 

meaningful for you. 
 
5. The journey out  

Move slowly towards the exit 
How do you feel? If you struggled, tell God why you think this is 
Allow God still to walk with you. 

 
6. Leaving 

Leave the labyrinth in your own time 
Give thanks for this time of prayer. 

 
 

 

 

 Praying with a finger labyrinth 

 

with thanks to ‘Jesuits in Britain’ 
who gave permission to use and 
adapt this resource by Sophie 
Witherstone 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

         Jane Figgess  
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Benefice Walking Group 
 

The first walk of our new walking group took 
place on Whitsunday to Bishopstone and 
back via Tidemills. The group will  continue 
with exploring some local routes - taking in 
local churches and sights. We hope to build 
up to walking  pilgrimages in the year -      
exploring churches elsewhere in Sussex.                                     

This will be a great way of being healthy in the outdoors and 
getting to know one another in fellowship. Please do look out 
for details of future walks in the bulletin and online.  

For more information contact Jane Figgess email: 

themiddlemoffat@yahoo.com   

Pew cushions and pew bags 

The lovely new pew cushions were made for 
us by Daphne, Linda, Barbara and Penny 

Pew bags for young 
children to use in 
church,  made by 
Arwen from material 
found in the vestry 
which matches our 
chancel ceiling 

Paradise Park in Newhaven has generously donated toys 
and books to go in the pew bags. 
Here the Director, Darren Clift, whose second daughter is  
being christened at St Peter’s in August, presents the gifts 
to Arwen and Juliet. 



 

 

 

A thought about hope 

 

 

 

 

Throughout the long winter we have just endured, the gloom, wind and rain can in the worst cases make 
us feel depressed.  Usually some people manage to go abroad for part of the winter while the rest of us 
must feed on hope. 
 
So I find very pleasant to read this 19th century poem by Arthur Hugh Clough: 
 

Say not the struggle naught availeth, 
The labour and the wounds are vain; 

The enemy faints not, nor faileth, 
And as things have been they remain. 

 
If hopes were dupes, fears may be liars; 

It may be, in yon smoke concealed, 
Your comrades chase even now the fliers 

And, but for you, possess the field. 
 

For while the tired waves, vainly breaking, 
Seem here no painful inch to gain. 

Far back, through creeks and inlets making, 
Comes silent, flooding in, the main. 

 
And not by eastern windows only 

When daylight comes, comes in the light; 
In front the sun climbs slow, how slowly! 
Best westward, look, the land is bright! 

 
“If hopes were dupes, fears may be liars”  -  what a line!  I find this poem cheers me up because it seems 
to say that difficulties can indeed be overcome, and we see from this second half of the verse that it is 
meant to encourage soldiers probably in the Crimean War, as it was written in 1855. 
 
Another telling line is the one that says “And, but for you, possess the field”.  Well, indeed.  How sad to 
think of those boys lost in the Crimean War.   
 

I wonder where they got their hope from? 
 
           Brian Adams 
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Rowan Williams once compared prayer to sunbathing 
 
 
“When you’re lying on the beach something is happening, something that has nothing to 

do with how you feel or how hard you are trying. 
 
“You are not going to get a better tan by screwing up your eyes and concentrating.  You give the time, 
that’s it.  All you have to do is turn up.  And then things change, at their own pace.  You simply have to 
be there where the light can get at you. 
 
“Yes, the fundamental is to give up trying to be in control.  There is no magic involved in prayer.  It is 
not about mysteriously offering some shopping list of proposals to an absent-minded deity who might 
not have thought about them had you not suggested them first.  It’s not cosmic lobbying.” 
 
           Roger Bing 
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Thank you! 

I am writing to say thank you for continuing your Planned Giving over the last year.   
It has been very challenging with many of us losing loved ones and being so restricted in our normal day 
to day routines.  As ever, the members of St Peter’s have pulled together and kept the finances and  
parish outreach supported.  This has meant that the Church has kept going and under Arwen’s strong 
leadership we have seen our congregation grow.  I have said many times in the past we are the current  
custodians of St Peter’s.  We are maintaining this wonderful place for future generations to use and make 
their own memories. 
I have been heartened by how you have all continued with your regular giving and I cannot thank you 

enough.  For anyone new who is reading this and would like to join our Parish Giving Scheme it is very 

easy.  You can go online, make a telephone call or complete a gift form.  I set out below the information 

you need for each of these options: 

Online 
 

The website is https://www.parishgiving.org.uk 
The homepage has a photo of hands and it asks if you want to donate and prompts you to select your 

parish 
Our Parish is East Blatchington – St Peter the Apostle 
The Parish code is 103050439 
You will need your bank sort code and account number to complete the relevant page. 
Your direct debit will be taken on the 1st of every month 
You can change or stop the direct debit when you wish 
You will be asked if you want your donation to be increased automatically each year and again this is 

completely at your discretion. 
If you are a tax payer the tax will be claimed automatically and sent to the Parish 

 
By Telephone  
 

Simply call the PGS team on 0333 002 1271 and they will set up your giving for you.  You will need 
your bank details and the Parish Code of 103050439 

 
By Post 
 

You will need to obtain a Gift form from me and send it in the post to The Parish Giving Scheme,  
76 Kingsholm Road, Gloucester GL1 3BD.  Also if you want to make any alterations to your giving you can 
again make alterations on the website mentioned earlier or simply call the team on 0333 002 1271. 
 
Thank you again for all your regular giving and donations.  I feel honoured to assist you in my role with 
the Parish Giving Scheme.  If anyone has any questions please do not hesitate to contact me.     
 

Tel: 01323 894799         Email: elizabeth.pay@btinternet.com  Elizabeth Pay        

https://www.parishgiving.org.uk
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St Peter’s at prayer in June and July 
 

Weekend Services in Church  

 

Saturday  5.30pm  Parish Eucharist 

 

Sunday    8am  Holy Communion BPC   

 

                   9.30am  Parish Eucharist    This service is live-streamed on YouTube (see the  

            web links below} and on Facebook which can be    

            accessed through our website:-       

                              www.ebbchurches.org.uk  

                       A dial-in option is also available (details from the Rector) 

 

       11am  Parish Eucharist 

 

Due to Covid restrictions places are limited at the 5.30pm, 9.30 and 11am services so, 

if you have not already done so, please book a place by going to our website or by  

contacting Juliet Mitton 893963 

 

Monday to Saturday 

 

    9.30am   Morning Prayer on Facebook Live  and in church Mon, Weds, Fri and Sat 

 

     7pm   Compline (Night Prayer) online only on Facebook Live 

 

 These weekday services are streamed live at www.facebook.com/StPetersEB 

 

 

 

YouTube web links for the 9.30am Parish Eucharist in June 

 

June 6th https://youtu.be/yW5alQRYUI0          

June 13th https://youtu.be/5PYUzLzfQCA 

June 20th https://youtu.be/2jMY261w0uM 

June 27th - Petertide and arrival of Fr. Joe Padfield https://youtu.be/ae1izVvWw10 

 

 

‘BREATHING SPACE’, our silent prayer meeting, takes place in the 

church and online … on Zoom!  6pm every Monday.  

 

New folk and returners are all invited to come and keep this space of 

contemplation and peace within our complicated and busy world.  

 

The Zoom ID for every week will be:  Meeting ID: 851 6436 0499 

          Passcode: letmein 

 

This is a recurring meeting every Monday at 6pm 

https://gmail.us20.list-manage.com/track/click?u=002ae81794bed9753f9ca0664&id=1b8e75b814&e=d14d8b866a
https://gmail.us20.list-manage.com/track/click?u=002ae81794bed9753f9ca0664&id=950f8b8028&e=d14d8b866a
https://gmail.us20.list-manage.com/track/click?u=002ae81794bed9753f9ca0664&id=bd937aa5ad&e=d14d8b866a
https://gmail.us20.list-manage.com/track/click?u=002ae81794bed9753f9ca0664&id=57b5bb8f1c&e=d14d8b866a


 

 

 

 

Open hearted,  Open minded,  Open to all,  Open every day 
 
 

RECTOR   Rev’d Arwen Folkes  892964   email: rector@ebbchurches.org.uk 
 
ASSISTANT CURATE  Rev’d Joe Padfield   email:  curate@ebbchurches.org.uk 
  
HONORARY ASSISTANT PRIESTS   Fr Eric Pollard  492312,  Fr John Harrington  35181 
         Fr Chris Collison  892364, Fr Steven Foster, Fr Martin Hume 
      
READER   Kay Blackburn  893172  
 

CHURCHWARDENS  Juliet Mitton  893963    Geraldine Hedgecock  872398 
 
Website: www.ebbchurches.org.uk 
Twitter:  www.twitter.com/StPetersEastB    Facebook:  www.facebook.com/StPetersEB 
  

 ——————————————————————————————————————————-   
       
       Wedding, Baptism and Funeral enquiries:  The Rector  892964  
 

        Pastoral care:  To request prayer and seek any other support, spiritual or practical   
           Kay Blackburn  893172 
       

 Festivals, Holy Days, meditations, study groups and prayer vigils as announced  
 
The church is open daily for private prayer 10am to 4pm Monday to Saturday  

             12 to 4pm Sunday 
 

The church is open again for public worship but with limited numbers at services and booking 
required. Details on page 18. 
 

 Details of our online services are also on page 18. 
 
PCC SECRETARY  Christine Cooke  490548 email: pccstpeters@gmail.com 
PCC TREASURER  Chris Reynolds  490944  email:  cjr911@me.com 
PLANNED GIVING SCHEME If you would like to join this scheme please contact  Elizabeth Pay  894799 
CROSS KEYS EDITOR  Christine Cooke  490548  email:  christinecooke.xks@gmail.com 
HALL BOOKINGS  Jacqueline Head  07766 900909 email:  jacquelinemhead@icloud.com 
HOMELINK help for the homeless:  Jenny Baker  890612 
WEEKLY BULLETIN  Neville Chalkley   891921  email: bulletinstpeters2015@gmail.com 
……      Mothers’ Union:  Marilyn Haydon  898314  
             Reading Group:  Kay Blackburn  893172 
             East Blatchington Lectures: Shirley Linsell  891910              
  Art and Craft Group:  Valerie Skues  897306                             St Peter’s reg. charity no.: 1173506 

19 

   A full colour version of this Cross Keys along with previous ones can be viewed on the 
benefice website:-  www.ebbchurches.org.uk               

Photos by  Phil Sutters, Christine Cooke, Godfrey Cooke, Rev’d Arwen Folkes, contributors and from 
the Internet (Wikipedia.org, Commons Wikimedia.org, Commons Media, Creative Commons, Clipart). 

Should you need another copy of this magazine, there are usually spares in the church porch. 
If you cannot get there, please let me know and I will deliver one to your door.    
           Christine  490548 
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Looking back to Easter 

Please remember that Covid-19 hasn’t gone away 

- TAKE CARE AND STAY SAFE! 

 

Easter morning Eucharist, held at dawn in the 
churchyard. This was the first time since  
Christmas that we came together to worship in 
person, albeit masked and social distancing. 

The inspiration for Phil’s beautiful 
Easter scene was this Millennium 
window by Meg Lawrence in the 
church of St Mary the Virgin,  
Eastbourne. It depicts the three 
Marys at the sepulchre.  

The figures were copied from a  
photograph of the window, reduced to 
faint outlines and painted with acrylics. 

Phil Sutters’ amazing Easter scene was 
much admired by all who walked through 
the churchyard during the Easter period. It 
was created from recycled garage and garden 
materials and bits of driftwood applied to the 
2020 Christmas stable. 

The tomb in our garden 

The tomb is 
sealed. 

Easter morning and the tomb is empty. 

The Holy Land landscape created on the top 
of the tomb. The trees are sedum cuttings. 


