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HOPE SPRINGS ETERNAL IN BISHOPSTONE

Although one daren’t assume that the end of this 
chapter may be in near-sight, we can see as the 
snowdrops peep their flowery-heads from the cold 
ground, that there may be a glimpse of light on the 
horizon of this dreadfully exhausting pandemic. So many 
of us find ourselves wearied and worn by the ongoing 
challenges and many have said that this third lockdown 
has been much harder than the first two. But, we can 
perhaps gently and tenatively, celebrate and rejoice that 
the vaccinations bring a new hope for liberty and for the 
restoration of our social, communal and familial 
relationships. 

All this has led me to ponder on what paves the way for 
hope in our lives. We have all learnt much about false 
hope over this past year; arbitrary dates that had to be 
cancelled, eagerly anticipated events scribbled out in 
diaries, or the trust held in public figures who then 
spectacularly broke it. This laying bare of human frailty 
and fallbility, in among the many disappointments, has 
been a humbling process for us all. The new humility that 
I observe among people at this time brings me a strange 
new hope where gratitude is perhaps more tangible and 
priorities seem realigned. 
It is so apt the that we are about to enter Lent, a season 

that prepares the way for 
hope,  and humility is a central 
part of that preparation. Lent 
teaches us that when we cease 
to be distracted by ourselves 
or false hopes, we suddenly 
find ourselves looking with 
more yearning and hunger for 
the one who created us and 
made us, in His own image. 

Rev’d Arwen Rector of St Andrew’s

from St Andrew’s

This newsletter then, comes with my prayers for a 
blessed Lent, one that will prepare the ground of your 
heart in readiness for Easter, and that you will see the 
blossom of hope, that real, wonderful and true hope of 
the God of love, emerging in your own lives. 
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PS. Please don’t forget that our services are online 
every week during this time of closure and that we 
regularly pray for you and the whole parish at the Mass 
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“Lockdown has given me time 
to think.  After the first weeks of 
panic, it was blissful to be at home 
watching the garden cover itself with 
flowers and fruit and listening to more 
birds than I’ve ever heard here. We’ve 
had blackbirds, thrushes and a charm of 
goldfinches! I felt a kind of serenity I’d 
never known before, when I was 
rushing home just to change suitcases 
and hunt for folders full of music with 
texts that ran around in my head all day 
and night. I worry for young people at 
the beginning of their careers but not 
for myself: I hope I’ve learnt to live in 
the present and to be very grateful.”

I wrote these words for a friend’s book about 
Lockdown experiences. (It’s called ‘Hope in the 
Hedgerows’ and is filled with beautiful photographs 
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and thoughts from Lockdown from 
various people, with a wonderful Preface 
from The Countess of Wessex. Please buy 
it, in aid of Help Musicians! ) 

I thought I might add, as lockdowns 
succeed each other, that I have really 
enjoyed sitting beside a bookcase and 
discovering its contents. I have some 
wonderful books that I never took the 
time to read. I thought I might work my 
way through Shakespeare’s plays but keep 
being sidetracked. It doesn’t matter; I’m 
hoping a little knowledge will seep in 
somewhere. 

Unfortunately I forget everything as soon as I’ve read 
it. I’ve started making notes....... 

by Dame Felicity Lott

Sue started playing tennis in her 
home town of Sheffield at the age 
of 7 and went onto play at all 4 
Grand Slams and travelled the 
world on the professional 
international tour being ranked 
amongst the top 6 players in the 
world in doubles and 28 in the 
world for singles, and representing 
Great Britain on many occasions.

After retiring from the professional game Sue was 
appointed by the LTA to captain junior and senior GB 
teams, including both the Wightman and Fed (now 
renamed the Billie Jean) Cup. As 
National Women’s Team Manager 
she was responsible for the junior 
and senior performance players.  
Eventually, Sue moved on to 
become Tournament Director of 
the 1991 Fed Cup, one of the 
largest ever held, in Notttingham 
where Diana, Princess of Wales 
honoured tennis by agreeing to 
become the host nation’s 
President. Later that year Sir Cliff Richard OBE asked 
Sue to help establish a tennis charity which introduced 

hundreds of thousands of school children 
and families to tennis across Great 
Britain, changing the lives of many 
talented youngsters who went on to play 
internationally. Sue also oversaw the 
development and running of some high 
profile fundraising events hosted by Sir 
Cliff at venues such as Hampton Court 
Palace and Spencer House, raising 
considerable sums of money for the 
game. The LTA came to Sue again in 

2007 and asked if she would consider becoming Executive 
Director of their newly formed Tennis Foundation.  Sue 
accepted their offer and started to put in place her vision 

of establishing a nationwide community 
tennis programme not only in the 
existing tennis clubs around the country 
but also in the many underused Park 
courts therefore ensuring that tennis 
became accessible and affordable.  In 
2010 Sue left the LTA in order to 
establish her own Consultancy - The 
Mappin Group.

Sue made Sussex her home a few years 
ago and we are delighted to hear this wonderful news of 
her well deserved achievement. 

LIFETIME ACHIEVEMENT AWARD FOR SUE
Our congratulations go to Sue Mappin, parishioner, for her ‘Lifetime Achievement Award’ by Tennis Sussex.



In the recent survey we conducted about life at St Andrew’s 
Church we conducted (thank you to those of you who filled 
it in) there were a few things that were unanimously held. 
High up on that list was our use of traditional langauge for 
our worship. The words that everyone values so highly are 
the historic words that come (in large part) from the 1662 
Prayer Book, unchanged words that have carried our country 
in prayer through her various monarchs, plagues and wars. 

Jim Taylor, PCC Member, has long been a member of the 
Prayer Book Society and was recently struck by a radio piece 
on the revival for traditional language services. Jim writes: 

“The Book of Common Prayer has been used almost 
unchanged for some 500 years but, as with many other 
facets of daily life, about 50 years ago it came to be 
regarded as old-fashioned and not appropriate to the 
style of the modern church. In a somewhat arrogant 
assumption, the prose was thought not to be capable of 
being understood by the generations who followed the 
“Swinging Sixties”.

This does seem a patronising generalisation when so 
many sayings and expressions coined in the Prayer 
Book, are in everyday use such as ‘land of the living’, ‘at 
death’s door’, ‘the upper hand’, ‘fire and brimstone’ and 
‘peace in our time’. I’m not sure about brimstone but 
we can certainly all recognise the others.

The sublime language of the Prayer Book draws us 
inexorably into a personal communion with God as it 
leads us from the reason why we are in church in the 
first place, through admission of our faults, to praise, 
forgiveness and gratitude. Its strange and beautiful 
otherness lifts our eyes upwards and beyond the 
mundane and ordinary. The almost overnight 
abandonment of the Prayer Book resulted in a slump in 
church attendance but, since the reintroduction of 
Matins and Evensong, the church of St Marylebone in 
London has seen a 20-fold increase in its regular 
congregation. Cathedrals are reporting the same, the 
Prayer Book liturgies, when done well, are drawing 
more people into its timeless and steadfast beauty. “

HISTORIC WORDS OF OUR TRADITION
FOUR ONLINE LENT SEMINARS WITH

The Prayer Book Society

FOR HIS MERCY 
ENDURETH FOREVER 

Devices and Desires: 
BCP Confession
Tuesday 2nd March at 7pm
The Rev’d Dr Andrew Atherstone

Towards the Mercy-Seat: 
The Psalms
Saturday 13th March at 2.30pm
The Rev’d Canon Richard Peers

Whose Sins Thou Dost Forgive: 
Forgiveness
Tuesday 16th March at 7.00pm
The Rt Rev’d Martin Warner

Whose property is always to have mercy: 
The Prayer Book Communion
Saturday 27th March at 2.30pm
Dr. Bridget Nichols

www.pbs.org.uk

“Whose property is always to have mercy”

“It could work here at St Andrew’s.”



FR. JOHN HARRINGTON
Bishop Martin has granted ‘Permission to 
Officiate’ to The Reverend John Harrington, 
a retired priest who has recently joined the 
benefice. The Rector welcomes Fr. John to 
the team of clergy. 

Father Trevor writes for those we have lost
In the past thirteen months several people from Bishopstone have been "called home” 
and "gone to their glory”, Father Trevor writes of them here, in alphabetical order: 

Hugh Avis - it was always such 
an inspiration to be in the Clergy 
Stall opposite Hugh and to see 
how much singing the Lord's 

Praises meant to this absolute churchman.
Bob Barlow - who with Mary received a blessing at 
St Andrew’s for their diamond anniversary, now 
shares that wonderful welsh singing voice to the 
choirs of the angels. 
Richard Eng - it was a privilege and joy to visit 
Richard on his 100th Birthday in Threeways and bring 
him the Sacrament there in the months prior to the 
pandemic. He is with Christ now after such a long life. 
(Professor) Kenneth Jones an extraordinary 
musician whose remarkable presence and dignity was 
evident as he placed the wreath on the War Memorial 
each Remembrance Sunday.
Gwyneth Jones - always made light of her illness 
and suffering. Her gentle nature was exemplified by 
her smile seen whenever I visited her and when we  
spoke of her welsh upbringing. 
Christopher Laycock - A tower of courtesy and 
strength, serving both the Bishopstone community 
and St Andrew’s church, not least with his meticulous 
planning and organising of the annual Seafarers 
Service.
Dorothy Loveridge was a regular worshipper at 
St Andrew’s in years gone by, and her ashes  interred 
with her husband Tony’s ashes in September

Tony Mercer- was a faithful supporter of the 
church and attended regularly before he and Stella 
moved to Alfriston. 
Jean Mossop - Jean possessed such a wonderful and 
engaging sense of humour, demonstrating such 
courage as she faced her increasing limitations. She 
celebrated her surprise 90th birthday in Threeways 
where her wonderful spirit was still very present. 
Russell Simpson - with Wendy was well known to 
our chruch, it was moving to see so many gather 
outside his funeral to pay their respects. 
Barrie Williams - a family man, a rugby man, and a 
loyal husband to Jackie and father to Samantha and 
James, sadly lost last year. 
Madeline Winton an elegant and courageous 
woman who would walk to Bishopstone to receive 
Holy Communion at the 8am Mass and served many 
families through her time at Coopers Funeral 
Directors. 

We also remember the many lives that have been 
tragically lost to the coronavirus and especially those  
known to each of us and our communities. 

For all named above and all who we love but see no longer 
we pray: may they rest in peace and rise to 
eternal glory.  Amen

Rev’d Arwen, Rector : 01323 892964           rectoryebb@gmail.com
Fr. Trevor : 01323 892972            frtcsmyth2015@gmail.com
St Andrew’s: www.ebbchurches.org.uk        www.facebook.com/bishopstonechurch

Church Bulletin

PUBLIC WORSHIP we are not able to open yet for public worship due to the continuing risk 
of the new strain.  We are constantly revewing the situation and hope to have services again ASAP. 

PRIVATE PRAYER Wed 10-12pm & Sun 8-11am
The church will re-open on the 17th February (Ash Wednesday) for private prayer:

LENT AT HOME
The Rector’s Lent programme can be found on the website: ebbchurches.org.uk/Lent2021

FR. TREVOR SMYTH remains at home awaiting his surgery appointment and thanks you all 
for your continuing prayers and well wishes. 

FR. JOHN HARRINGTON has retired into Seaford and been granted Permission to Officiate 
in our Benefice by Bishop Martin. He will support the ministry of both St Peter’s and St Andrew’s.

ANNUAL PAROCHIAL CHURCH MEETING: April 25th at 11.30am (subject to covid)


